


CCLLAARRKKEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Minutes – March 17, 2021 
 
 
A regular meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission was held at the 
Town/County Government Center, 101 Chalmers Court, Berryville, Virginia on 17 
March 2021 at 4:00 p.m.   
 
Present: Betsy Arnett, Terri Catlett, Robin York, Page Carter, Billy Thompson, Bob 

Stieg, Maral Kalbian (Consultant) 
Phone In: Katherine Berger 
Absent: Doug Kruhm 
Staff:       Jeremy Camp 
 
 
Approval of the Agenda:  The meeting was opened by Ms. Arnett (Chair) followed by a 
motion being made, and seconded, to approve the HPC agenda for the meeting.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Approval of Minutes for January 20, 2021:  A motion was made, seconded, and passed 
unanimously to approve the minutes with one minor typographical error change on 
page 4, line two.  The change including adding the word “t” so the sentence read as 
follows: “…when it very well could be.” 
 
Report of the Executive Committee:   No report. 
 
Staff Reports: 
 
Mr. Camp reported on the BZA variance application submitted by the owner of 140 
White Post Road.  He informed members that a public hearing is scheduled for April 19, 
2021 at 10AM and that the staff report and agenda would be available the week prior.   
 
In regards to the Battle of Berryville Project, Mr. Camp mentioned the copy of the letter 
from Richard Grubb & Associates that will be discussed later in the agenda of this 
meeting. 
 
Ms. Kalbian spoke about archeological research she has been working on at the 
Balclutha house (located off of Rt. 340 in northern Clarke County).  She met with Bob Jolley 
and requested some lidar images of the property from DHR. 
 
Ms. Kalbian said that she met with Bob Randolph about the Old Chapel (off of Bishop 
Meade Road).  They had some questions about the balcony, wanting to ensure that it is 
accessible and structurally sound.  Ms. Kalbian and a colleague visited the site and 
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prepared a report identifying 5 things observed that concerned her.  Ms. Kalbian 
discussed some of her comments.  This included concerns about where the rainwater 
was being directed from the gutting; cracking of the door wood due to improper 
drying, rotting wood; and cracking of the stone in the building foundation. 
 
Ms. Kalbian said that she spoke with a decendant of an African American family in 
Clarke County who has roots connected with the Bristow Baptist Church (located near 
the intersection of Shepherds Mill and Casleman Roads).  The decendant had done some 
research and written about the history of her family.  Ms. Kalbian encouraged the 
descendent to publish her findings. 
 
Ms. Kalbian spoke about the email that Chairman Arnett had sent out concerning the 
demolition of the Boyce Colored School, a historic building that was once a school for 
African Americans.  Ms. Kalbian discussed that she visited the site and documented it, 
including a collection of photographs.  She also met with the owners and spoke with 
David Clarke who works for the Town of Boyce.  Unfortunately, the owners did not 
appear to be interested in preserving the building and wanted to continue with the 
demolition of it. 
 
Ms. Kalbian mentioned that she attended the recent webinar offered by Virginia’s 
United Land Trusts, titled Heirs Property CLE: Understanding the Concept to Protect 
Ownership and Prevent Land Loss. 
 
Ms. Kalbian also said she gave two presentations on the confederate monuments since 
the last HPC meeting and also spoke with the local DHR representative about the 
possibility of using the CLG grant in the future to help with the contextualization of the 
monument, as recommended by the Monument Committee to the Board of Supervisors.  
Ms. Kalbian said that she was informed that this could be project for use of the CLG 
grant in the future.  Furthermore, Ms. Kalbian had another conversation with an 
employee of the Park Service about the possibility of updating register nominations and 
learned that the Civil Rights Grant is expanding next year to include slavery, which she 
though would be something they could possibly add to the register nominations. 
 
Ms. Kalbian said that she is continuing to work on her new book and is making slow 
but steady progress. 
 
Bob Stieg spoke about his favor of the idea of using the grants in the future.  He 
believed this was consistent with the recommendation from the Monument 
Committee’s recommendation to retain the monument and make it “a memorial and 
educational space,” including recognition of the significant African American 
contribution.  Terri Catlett provided a summary of the full list of recommendations 
from the Monument Committee.  Some discussion followed about researching the 
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possibility of the Andrew Mellon Foundation grant as a possible source of funding for 
such project(s). 
 
Certified Local Government (CLG) / Other Grant Projects:  Mr. Camp said that a press 
release was released about the beginning of the Battle of Berryville Project and that the 
letter in the agenda package was a letter that is being sent to the property owners in the 
area from the contracted consultant for the project, Richard Grubb & Associations.  
Field work is anticipated to begin in Spring.  Mr. Camp said that Ms. Teetor is working 
on the CLG grant application for Ms. Kalbian’s book that is expected to be completed 
and submitted by the end of the month to meet the application deadline.  Ms. Kalbian 
spoke about her conversations with Blandy Farm about getting a grant application in 
for the identification and research of the African American grave site on the property.  
Members spoke about support for this effort by Blandy Farm and further discussed 
what Ms. Kalbian brought up earlier in the meeting about using CLG grants for 
identification and research of African American gravesites and other contributing 
resources to supplement register nominations. 
 
 
Old Business:  
 

 Criteria for Demolition in Local Historic Districts:  Ms. Arnett (Chair) 
summarized the previous meeting’s discussions about the HPC adopting 
guidelines for demolition that were developed by the HPC’s committee.  In the 
previous meeting, there was concern raised about the criteria that discussed the 
feasibility of rehabilitation by using the assessed value.  At that time, it was 
agreed by the HPC to continue discussion at a future meeting.  Mr. Camp said 
that the concern is that using assessed value would not always make sense 
because there are some structures that are assessed unusually low.  Data was 
shared by Mr. Camp on the current assessed value of structures in the historic 
district. What the data showed is that in some cases the assessed value was 
unreasonably low.  If using this data was the only means of determining if 
rehabilitation was feasibly, it would not always result in a reasonable result.  Mr. 
Camp recommended an approach that relied more on consideration of market 
value.  He provided an example of guidelines used by the Town of Herdon that 
used market value instead of assessed value.  Members agreed and pointed to 
the example of the old gas station structure in Millwood that was only assessed 
at $2,000.  After some discussion, HPC members had a consensus to revise the 
criteria to closer match the language used by the Town of Herdon.  Mr. Stieg 
asked if it would be better to prioritize the criteria and/or create a scoring 
system.  Ms. Kalbian said that in her opinion it would be better not to, and 
simply use the criteria as guidelines in what information to evaluate on 
individual requests.  Ms. Arnett asked Staff to draft a code amendment that 
would include the criteria for review at the next HPC Meeting. 
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New Business: 
 

 Annual Preservation Awards:   
 

A short-list of properties that may be appropriate for an award was provided by 
Ms. Kalbian.  This included the following:  1) White Post Gas Station (business), 
2) 8 East Main Street (Boyce), 3) Old Waterloo Road (Boyce), 4) Bloomfield, and 
5) River House.  At the meeting she also added 6) the house across from Old 
Chapel.  The HPC discussed removing Bloomfield and River House because they 
were not complete yet.  This left the four properties.  Members agreed that all of 
these were appropriate for an award.  A motion to approve the four nominees 
was made by Mr. York, seconded by Mr. Stieg, and the motion was approved 
unanimously.  HPC Members discussed giving the awards in July instead of May 
due to concerns about the pandemic.  Location options were also discussed, 
including possibly giving the awards outdoors and/or at one of the sites of the 
properties, such as the old gas station.  Ms. Carter favored the idea of taking the 
award winners out to lunch as recognition.  It was agreed to give the awards in 
July and to continue discussion in May about organization of the award 
presentations. 
 

Adjournment:  On motion of Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. York, to adjourn the 
meeting was made and passed unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at approximately 
5:10 pm.  The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday May 19, 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ __________________________________  
Betsy Arnett, Chair    Jeremy Camp, Clerk to the Commission 
 
 
 
 
 
   
    





























CLARKE COUNTY  
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

May 2021 
RECIPIENTS OF 

2021 HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARDS 
 
The Clarke County Historic Preservation Commission is pleased to announce its 22nd annual Historic 
Preservation Awards.  The awards are presented to citizens residents and property owners of Clarke 
County who have made distinctive efforts to preserve and maintain the historic structures and places of 
the County that are essential to defining its unique cultural identity.  The awards are presented at this time 
of year in recognition of May as National Preservation Month. 
 
This year, four awards will be presented. Due to the pandemic, we will not hold our annual awards 
luncheon, but instead have a reception later on in the year.  

 
The 2021 award recipients are: 

 
1. White Post Village Association 

Certificate of Merit for the Rehabilitation of the White Post Gas Station at 217/221 Berry’s 
Ferry Road in White Post  
 
In 2017, the White Post Village Association was gifted the abandoned ca. 1930 gas station located in the 
heart of White Post. After careful consideration, they decided to restore it to its original glory as a Sinclair 
gas station as it would have appeared in the mid-1930s.  Not only did they raise the considerable funds for 
restoring the building, but they also added gas pumps, lights, and a historic sign.  As work progressed on 
the building, including the restoration of the unusualnique “pebbledash” stucco with glass “pebbledash” 
that came from the Fenton Glass factory in West Virginia, community enthusiasm for the project grew.  
The project not only brought this unique symbol back from near ruin, but it also illustrates how 
communities can work together to get things done.  The Clarke County Historic Preservation Commission 
recognizes the White Post Village Association’s sensitivity and hard work that went into the rehabilitation 
of this building by presenting them with a 2021 Certificate of Merit.  

 
2. Frank S. and Luanne T. Carey  

Certificate of Merit for the Rehabilitation of 8 East Main Street in Boyce, VA 
 
Luanne and Sumner Carey purchased 8 East Main Street in Boyce in 2020 and, in a very short time, 
brought the house back to its former glory.  Constructed, ca. 1900, the frame house is considered the 
town’s best example of the Queen Anne style. The Careys meticulously renovated the large dwelling 
while maintaining its historic character and ensuring its preservation for years to come.  Its prominent 
location near the main intersection of town provides an asset to Boyce’s historic streetscape. The HPC is 
proud to present the Careys with a 2021 Certificate of Merit for the sensitive rehabilitation and 
preservation of their property.  
 
3. Patricia L. Corbat 
 Certificate of Merit for the Rehabilitation of 41 Lanham Lane near Old Chapel  
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Patricia Corbett purchased the large, Victorian frame dwelling located across the road from Old Chapel in 
2018.  The house had not been updated in many years and required much work.  Since that time, Patricia 
has rehabilitated the house, bringing it up to modern standards while not negatively impacting its historic 
integrity.  Located on land originally owned by Warner Washington and later by David Sowers, who built 
Woodley in the 1830s, the lot on which the house stands was subdivided off in the 1880s and was sold to 
Isham K. Briggs, the postmaster of the newly created railroad stop of Briggs. It is believed that Briggs 
constructed this house soon after acquiring the land. The store and post office building was located just to 
the east, right off the railroad tracks.  The Isham house is prominently located and provides a welcome 
enhancement to a very historic part of Clarke County.  For her hard work, the HPC is happy to award 
Patricia with a 2021 Certificate of Merit for the rehabilitation of 41 Lanham Road.  
 
4. Old Waterloo LLC Certificate of Merit for the Rehabilitation of 27 Old Waterloo Road in Boyce  
  
They (get their names) purchased this property in 2018.  Historically associated with the Jackson and 
Carter families, the house was constructed in the early 1900s, and was abandoned for several years. The 
sensitive rehabilitation of the house has brought it back to life.  The HPC is particularly thrilled about this 
project because for several years the house was listed by the county on the HPC’s list of historic 
properties threatened by as an example of “demolition by neglect.” The rehabilitation illustrates how 
historic buildings are often very well built and of sound condition and should be restored rather than 
demolished.  The Clarke County Historic Preservation Commission is proud to present (their names) with 
a 2021 Certificate of Merit for the rehabilitation of 27 Old Waterloo Road.  
 
 
Questions: Maral Kalbian, Architectural Historian on contract to County 955-1231 
  Jeremey Camp, Senior Planner/Zoning Administrator  955-5131 




