CLARKE COUNTY
Conservation Easement Authority

THURSDAY — 20 June 2019 — 10:00 am
A/B Conference Room, 2" Floor Government Center

AGENDA

1. Approval of Agenda
2. Approval of Minutes of the meeting of 16 May 2019

3. Bank Account balances
4. Campaign for the Authority

5. Easement Donation/Purchase
a. Licking Valley Construction — DUR Purchase — new application
b. Sam & Elizabeth Conrad — DUR purchase
¢. Coleman — DUR purchase
d. Rowland — closed June 5

6. Report on Applications for Easement Purchase
Motion to go into Closed Session pursuant to Section 2.2-3711-A3 of the Code of Virginia,
as amended, to discuss the Acquisition or Sale of Property and Section 2.2-3711{A)(7) for
consultation with legal counsel regarding specific legal matters requiring the providing
of legal advice.

Adjournment - next meeting — Thursday July 18" 10 am




CLARKE COUNTY
Conservation Easement Authority
draft Minutes — 16 May 2019 draft

A regular meeting of the Consetvation Easement Authority was held at 10:00 am on Thursday, 16
May 2019, in the A/B conference room, 2 Floor Government Center.

Present: W. Thomas, R. Buckley, B. Byrd, R. Bacon

Absent: M. Jones, G. Ohrstrom, P. Engel

Staff: A, Teetor

Other: R. Couch-Catdillo, John McCarthy - PEC

Agenda On motion of Ms. Thomas, seconded by Ms. Bacon, the Authority unanimously

approved the agenda, with the addition of John McCarthy from the Piedmont Environmental
Council discussion on funding opportunitics.

Discussion — John McCarthy, Senior Adviser & Director of Strategic Partnerships

The Piedmont Envitonmental Council (PEC). Mr. McCarthy spoke to members about funding
opportunities, specifically using private foundation funding to leverage federal grants. He provided
the Land Trust Alliance summary of May 15 2019 House Agriculture Committee’s Consetvation &
Forestry Subcommittee to review USDA Fatm Bill Consetvation Programs. The Chaitrwoman is
Abigail Spanberget, Vitginia, who recognized “the good work that farmers are doing and the value
of these federal programs (ALE, ACEP, etc.), which ate vital not just to the livelihood of farmers
but, in fact, to our larger efforts to address conservation challenges and global climate change.” The
importance to the Authority is that additional funding could be coming to the ALE program, which
provides 50% of funding for appraised value easement purchases. Private non-profit funding
through PEC, that could be used as match, includes the Agua Fund. According to their website, the
Agua Fund's environmental grantmaking at the national level supports work to improve water
quality. As a member of the Chesapeake Bay IFundets Network, the Agua Fund collaborates with
other foundations to trestore water quality in the six-state watershed of the Chesapeake Bay. Local
grantmaking focuses on protecting the watershed of the Shenandoah River in Virginia by addressing
issues of water, land, and food. Mr. McCarthy also mentioned the Volgenau Foundation (I'VF) that
was established in 1994 as an operating foundation fosteting consetvation of natural resources and
the education of children. 'This is another potential soutce of funds that could be used to leverage
the fedetal grants. Other discussion was on the Healthy Watersheds project. The ptoject is funded
through the Virginia Depattment of Forestry and focused on finding ways to improve the water
quality in the Chesapeake Bay watershed through forest conservation. Moving forward membets
agreed to solicit property owners who might qualify for the ALE grants.

Minutes On motion of Ms. Thomas, seconded by Ms. Bacon, the Authority unanimously
voted to apptove the minutes of April 25, 2019.

Bank Account: Ms. Teetor reviewed the financial spreadsheets. Cutrent fund balances show a
total fund balance of $253,248 consisting of $66,575 in the donations account, $153,825 in
stewardship, and $32,848 in local funds. Expenses were related to the spring newsletter production.

Public Relations:  Ms. Cardillo stated that donations ate starting to pick up from the winter
newsletter. Currently 51 donors have given $4,556. The Spring newsletter was mailed in the June




tax bills and includes stories on the Shockey’s easement donation, information on the easement
workshop, and the easement map. The workshop is scheduled for ‘Thursday June 13%, 6:30-8:30pm.
Speakers will include a member of the Authotity giving an overview, a broker explaining tax
advantages, and three landowners who could discuss their experience. Membets agreed to send a
postcatd to property owners adjacent to easements to encoutrage attendance. Due to the workshop
being held in June, the donor reception has been tentatively scheduled for October 4%,

Repott on Applications for Easement Purchase

a. Sam & Elizabeth Conrad have applied for a DUR purchase. The property is located at
13869 Lord Fairfax Highway (Route 340) approximately 6/10 of a mile north of the intersection with
White Post Road. The property is identified by Tax Map# 28-A-24A. It consists of 14.9 acres with an
existing pre-1980 house (built in 1956) and 1 DUR. The applicant proposes to retire the remaining DUR.
The property meets 3 of the 4 criteria. The property resource score is 73.5. The applicant is retiring 1
DUR. It is surrounded by existing easements, (Buckley, Joe Sipe, Thompson} it is less than 40 acres.
Points were given for retiring | DUR, having frontage on Route 340, a primary highway, frontage on the
railroad, having land in the groundwater recharge area, having a house built in 1956 that is within the
Greenway Rural Historic District and could be a contributing in the future. On motion of Ms. Bacon
seconded by Ms. Thomas, members gave preliminary approval and requested staff to schedule a site visit.

b. Katharine Rowland has applied for a DUR purchase. This application has received

final approval and closing will be scheduled in the next couple of weeks.

On motion of Ms. Thomas, seconded by Ms. Bacon the Authotity unanimously approved going
into Closed Session pursuant to Section 2.2-3711-A3 of the Code of Vitginia, as amended, to discuss
the Acquisition ot Sale of Propetty. On motion of Ms. Bytd, seconded by Ms. Thomas, the
Authority unanimously approved reconvening in Open Session. Ms. Byrd moved, seconded by Ms,
Thomas, to cettify that to the best of the member’s knowledge:

() only public business mattets lawfully exempted from Open Meeting requirements under
Chapter 2.2-3700, et sec., of the Code of Vitginia, as amended, pursuant to Section 2.2-3711-A3 of
the Code of Virginia, as amended, to discuss the Acquisition or Sale of Property, and

(i) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the Closed meeting
was convened were heard, discussed, and considered in the meeting by the Authority. The vote on
the above motion was:

Ms. Byrd  Aye Ms. Bacon Aye Mt. Buckley Aye
Mt. Engel Absent Ms. Thomas  Aye Mt. Ohrstrom Absent

Ms. Jones Absent

On motion of Ms. Bacon, seconded by Ms. Thomas the Authority unanimously voted to give final
apptoval to Alida Coleman for a DUR puschase on the parcel identified by Tax Map# 6-A-6 for the
DUR purchase offer to $40,000/DUR for 1 DUR.

Adjournment Thete being no further business, Ms. Bacon moved and Ms. Thomas seconded that
the Authority adjourn the meeting. The next meeting is scheduled for Thutsday June 20™ at 10:00
am. The motion was approved unanimously.

Randy Buckley, Chair Alison Teetot, Cletk to the Authority
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ROBIN COUCH CARDILLO

June 14, 2019

Clarke County Conservation Easement Authority
Fundraising and Public Relations Report
June 2019 meeting

Donor Statistics
See attached Master Report
- 2019 total: 57,861 from 68 donations

Ongoing

- Debrief on Conservation Easement workshop
-Big thank you to the presenters!
-Review attendance, content, publicity, venue, etc.
-Tracking success — number of inquiries, number of closed

-Summer newsletter
- Ideas for articles (easement landowner profile, easement holder partner, follow-up from
easement workshop, summer intern photo with caption, etc.)

-Donor Appreciation Dinner
- October 4, 2019, 6:00 pm, George’s place

192 Dundridge Drive | White Post | Virginia | 22663
540.336.3053 | robinc@wildebeestmedia.com
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Conservation Easement Authority
FROM: Alison Teetor
DATE: June 12, 2019

SUBJECT; Application for easement DUR purchase — Licking Valley Construction, Bo Welch agent

Licking Valley Construction, Bo Welch, agent, has applied to the easement authority for approval of an
easement DUR purchase. The properties are located in the 2200 block of Frogtown Road, approximately
1 mile south of the intersection of Frogtown Road and Morgans Mill Road. There are 2 parcels Tax
Map# 32-5-4 is 13 acres, Tax Map# 32-5-7 is 9.9 acres. Each has 2 DURs and are vacant. The applicant
proposes to retire one DUR on each parcel leaving 1 DUR remaining on each parcel.

The parcel is zoned FOC and is not currently in use value taxation, but is eligible, in accord with the
Commissioner of Revenue’s requirements, then a donation may be considered if at least two of the
following four guidelines are met:

1) the parcel’s Property Resource Score is at least 35;

2) at least one dwelling unit right is extinguished by the conservation easement;

3) the parcel is adjacent to a parcel already under permanent conservation easement;
4) the property has a minimum area of 40 acres.

The property meets 2 of the 4 criteria. The property resource score are 42.18 and 43.34. The applicant is
retiring 1 DUR on each of the parcels. It is not adjacent to any easements, and it is less than 40 acres.
Points were given for retiring 1 DUR, having frontage on the Appalachian Trail property, and having
slopes greater than 25%.

Recommendation
Give preliminary approval and schedule a site visit.




Bo Welch (Licking Valley Construction)
Tax Map# 32-5-4, 13 acres, 2 DURs
Tax Map# 32-5-7, 9.9 acres, 2 DURs
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June 12, 2019
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Conservation Easement Authority
FROM: Alison Teetor
DATE: June 14, 2019

SUBIJECT: Application for easement donation or DUR purchase — Sam & Elizabeth Conrad

Sam & Elizabeth Conrad have applied to the easement authority for approval of an easement DUR
purchase. The property is located at 13869 Lord Fairfax Highway (Route 340) approximately 6/10 of a
mile north of the intersection with White Post Road. The property is identified by Tax Map# 28-A-24A.
Tt consists of 14.9 acres with an existing pre-1980 house (built in 1956) and 1 DUR. The applicant
proposes to retire the remaining DUR.

The parcel is zoned AOC and is not currently in use value taxation, but is eligible, in accord with the
Commissioner of Revenue’s requirements, then a donation may be considered if at least two of the
following four guidelines are met:

D the parcel’s Property Resource Score is at least 35;

2) at least one dwelling unit right is extinguished by the conservation easement;

3 the parcel is adjacent to a parcel already under permanent conservation easement;
4) the property has a minimum area of 40 acres.

The property meets 3 of the 4 criteria. The property resource score is 73.5. The applicant is retiring 1
DUR. It is surrounded by existing easements, (Buckley, Joe Sipe, Thompson) it is less than 40 acres.
Points were given for retiring 1 DUR, having frontage on Route 340, a primary highway, frontage on the
railroad, having land in the groundwater recharge area, having a house built in 1956 that is within the
Greenway Rural Historic District and could be a contributing in the future. A site visit was conducted
June 10, 2019.

Recommendation
Go into closed session to discuss purchase offer.




" Sam & Elizabeth Conrad
Tax Map# 28-A-24A
14.9 acres, 1 ext. dwl., 1 DUR

200 Feet
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