
“Adeelaa” 
Dear Mr. Staelin, volumes could be written about why the monument should be 
removed. It is so sad that more citizens don't read more about the harm done by white 
supremacy indoctrination. Obviously, the County should take ownership by whatever 
means to right a wrong from 1900; why isn't eminent domain the easiest, most 
expedient route to take since all Association members, Board of Supervisors and 
representatives of the General Assembly are deceased? When I moved here, I was 
shocked to learn how many Virginians expressed "heritage, not hate" as reasons for 
lauding the Confederacy. Having taught state history for 25 years, I know the facts are 
clear that the south fought for states' rights-TO OWN HUMAN PROPERTY. It is implied 
on the statue and explicit in Jefferson Davis's own words. So what is there to be proud 
of? And people of color and conscience don't need a public reminder of what was at 
stake during the Civil War. In conclusion, the statue should go; the only conscionable 
alternative is conceptualization at the site. 

 
Stephen W. Brunk 

Over the past year our country has born witness to tragedies leading to public outrage 
that included the destruction, desecration, and removal of many different monuments, 
to include Civil War related monuments across Virginia and our nation. I believe this 
effort is led by a comparatively small number of small number of misguided or ill-
informed individuals who do not represent the majority of Americans or American 
values. 
 
To be clear, I am a military service member who believes ALL men are created equal and 
racism and racial inequality have no place in the world or in our nation. Monuments 
that promote or minimize the institution of slavery should definitely be removed; 
however, removing memorials to Civil War dead-North or South-is disrespectful and 
tantamount to erasing history. The Monument Committee's report posted on YouTube 
and the Clark County website provides an excellent recount of the monument's history. 
This monument was erected to honor fallen Clark County Soldiers, whose names are 
recounted in clear testament to the monument's intention. These men-indeed the 
monument itself-are part of Clark County's history. We owe it to our nation and to 
future County Citizens to protect this monument where it stands in order to teach 
future generations the history of Clark County, Virginia, and indeed all of the United 
States. The Civil War was not fought on a distant European battlefield; it was fought 
here by our great-grandfathers, grandfathers and great uncles. 
 
About the same time the Clark County monument was erected, reconstruction was 
coming to an end, the number of living Civil War Veterans was dwindling, and private 
funds were gathered to erect memorials before the last Veterans perished. About the 
same time, in 1898, President McKinley opened National Cemeteries, including 
Arlington, to Confederate Dead as an act of reconciliation. A few years later, U.S. Public 
Law 85-425 established pensions for Confederate widows, and made it official that 



Confederate Veterans were still American Veterans. Consider your reaction if 75 years 
from now our descendants removed monuments to Veterans of World War II? Or if in 
150 years memorials to the fallen soldiers of the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars were torn 
down? 
 
These are chilling thoughts, especially if you have a beloved ancestor or family member 
who fought the Nazis or a brother or sister serving in the Armed Forces today. 
Clark County's example should be one of inclusion and education, not exclusion. The 
Civil War was the most tragic moment in our Nation's history. We owe it to our nation 
to educate our youth and future citizens on why these memorials were erected. Leave 
the monument where it stands, and educate future generations on why it was erected. 
 
In closing, we live in difficult times, and I offer these thoughts to you as a 24 year 
veteran and private citizen whose desire is to make our community, State, and nation a 
great place to live for the current and future generations. I regret that circumstances 
beyond my control and health considerations prohibit my in-person attendance. 

 
David Clarke 

 I, have been a history buff all my life, and currently volunteer at the Cedar Creek 
Battlefield. I have very strong feeling that the removal of any monuments deprives not 
only the present but the future generations from knowing how this country has 
developed. Soldiers of b9oth sides of the Civil War served because in their hearts they 
felt it was the right thing to do. As a veteran, I can relate to that feeling. It is my earnest 
opinion that the removal of any monument is wrong, especially if it is due to the culture 
question. Please pass on to the Committee my thought on this subject and pray that 
they will do the right thing and keep the monument where it is. Thanking you for all you 
have done and are doing for Clarke County. 

 
Dorothy Davis 

I've often wondered if any of the local historians realize that men of color from Clarke 
County also fought in the Civil War (of course, they fought on the Union side). Do these 
men also deserve a monument on the court house lawn ?? 

 
Susan Diggs 

As a lifetime Clarke County resident, as were most of my ancestors on my father's side 
of the family, Clarke county is very dear to me. I am begging you to leave Old 
Appomattox alone, where he has stood for many years. The names of the men inscribed 
on this statue represent many fine families from Clarke, whose sons and fathers gave 
their life for the state of Virginia and Clarke County. So many of those names are still 
represented today by county residents, mine included! Those men had to choose sides 
and fight in a war to defend their farms and those of their neighbors, trying to keep the 
entire county safe. Sorry, but I don't think of slaves (my relatives didn't own any) or the 
Lost Cause when I see this statue. I think of the brave men who gave their life for what 



they believed, right or wrong, and protected their County. To move it elsewhere would 
"offend" me, sort of like trying to hide or remove it from history. Let the real story be 
told and let Appomattox stand right where is has been. It is our history and represents 
good men of Clarke County. Thank you for all you have done for Clarke County! 

 
Maria Luisa Esparolini 

Let's save the money for the long legal process to address this statue issue and use it 
towards erecting a statue/monument honoring enslaved person, Thomas Laws, who ran 
intelligence reports to Union troops across enemy lines. Another example of a true hero 
in our county. 
 

Barbara Q. Ferrari 
My vote is to remove the statue from the Court House "yard". No one should have to 
look at a statue that celebrates not only the Civil War but especially the Jim Crow Era. 
We need our community, our state and our country to be welcoming, inclusive and 
respectful to all. Thank you. 

 
Bonnie Howell 

Dear Sir and Madam:. I do not understand your reasoning for cancel culture. The 
monument honors your citizens of the 1800's who were hard working, religious, some 
educated; some not educated. Neverless, today's citizens do not know history and 
follow others like Black Lives Matter, who destroyed the UDC building, businesses, 
private homes, and monuments in Richmond, VA. If you want to blame Jim Crow era, 
just look at the Dem. Party. Also the KKK was the backbone of the Southern Democrats. 
today's young people are not taught any history about our state and our foundation for 
the USA. They are brain washed and told lies in order to hate ours flag and pledge of 
allegiance. please visit a cemetery and look at the tombstones. These are citizens who 
have fought in American Revolution War for life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness. My 
ancestor was 80 yes. old and furnished supplies such as corn, beef, etc. If he had been 
caught, he would have been hung for treson. Other ancestors fought in War of 1812 or 
the second Amer. Rev. Today. the word militia is used as a negative word. However, if 
both wars did not have the backup of local militias, we would not be the USA. They were 
farmers, storekeepers, plantation owners, and blacks. Our anthem, TheStar Spangled 
Banner was written here by Francis S. Keys while he witnessed the bombardment and 
fight between the British and Americans. It is not racist! Next, the war between the 
states was caused by "States Rights" when a fight broke out on floor of Congress 
concerning opening up new Western States. The south was agriculture and the north 
had become more industrial. Both had slaves. The slave issue had been discussed when 
we became a country; whether to free them or send back to Africa. It was an issue like 
our govt. today. Just kick the can down the road! Slaves from Africa were brought to the 
new world by Spanish to work in the silver mines in South America. Then other 
countries like Italy, Holland, England moved into the slave trade. In fact, the first slaves 
dropped off at Jamestown were from a Dutch ship that had got caught in a hurricane.  



One of these slaves later became Anthony Johnson, was freed, lived on Eastern shore, 
and was owner of slaves.  
Last, I would like you to understand about why monuments are erected. Many of 
Virginians can trace their ancestors back to Jamestown. The Virginia Company was an 
investment to find riches but it turned into a means for people to find a freedom from 
persecution and king and queen rule. So why are you picking out monuments that honor 
Virginians whose ancestors settled Virginia you’re you realize young men, old men, 
blacks were conscripted or drafted? Why do you feel it is okay to wipe out their names 
and sacrifices? Most of my Conf. ancestors were in their teens, early twenties, and my 
great grandfather was in late 60's. Many could not read or write. Put yourself in their 
shoes. Would you stand out in a battle with 50 Cal. bullets and grapeshot exploding and 
wheezing by you? Once again, I suggest you visit a cemetery where some Conf. soldiers 
are buried and if tombstones or monuments erected, remember there is a person, 
citizen, soldier buried in the ground In fact, I have a Conf. ancestor who died at Fisher's 
Hill, or the Winchester Battle who is supposedly buried in a mass grave. He was only 
17yrs old. Please think about the stories of our Conf ancestors before you remove your 
monument. Stop this cancel cultual!  

 
Bonnie Howell 2 

Thank you for your response. I hope the committee understands these Conf. soldiers 
were human beings and citizens of your county. They were sons, husband's, and father's 
of your area. They we're conscripted (drafted) as were citizens for WWI and WWII, etc. 
If people would research history, they would find out that the first slaves on North 
America lands were one tribe of Indians capturing other Indian tribes. Also there were 
indentured servants and individuals that we're apprenctenced for many years. Slavery is 
not a good thing; however, it continues in our world today. If we want to cancel all our 
history because a person is offended by a flag or because we fought for the  
Confederacy, then we are losing history of our ancestors and the era of the 1800's. As 
far as the battleflag of the Army of Northern Virginia is concerned, it was based on the 
Scottish flag (bars crossing with the Stars rep. the southern state). It has been illegally 
used by groups that do not understand how it was used during a battle. Now you have 
people offended by the U.S. Flag. Why? Because they have been told stories not based 
on true facts. The same is true with the flag of the Army of Northern VA. It was used to 
ID the the difference between the Union and the Conf. Not a hate group. People criticize 
Gen. Lee on his choice to fight for the Confederacy. His decision was based on his birth 
place - Virginia. He was a Christian as well was Gen. Stonewall Jackson. How do you 
think Arlington cem. happened? The U.S. Govt. took over Arlington for taxes. The govt. 
required that Lee or his wife come to Wash.,D.C. in person to pay the taxes. The plan 
was probably to capture Lee. When Lee did not reply, the Union Army begin to bury 
soldiers on Arlington land to punish the Lee's. This is how Arlington Cemetery started. 
Don't you thinks the Lee's suffered losing the home of Mary Custis Lee's parents home? 
We need to research and study true facts before making a judgement. I am tired of the 
Jim crow and KKK reasons to take away our Southern History and Cultural. I am not 
ashamed of my ancestors because there is no perfect human being and that is why we 



look to God and Jesus for guidance. Remember the Salem Witch Trials! If we as country 
would debate and talk, we can solve problems. But the internet and TV Have spread lies 
and facts not based on the truth. We do not teach history to our young children in 
school. We do not observe holidays such as Memorial Day and the Fourth of July as they 
should be observed. We go boating, fishing, vacation but not observing the reason for 
the days. Memorial Day is based on a Conf.Southern Day called Decoration Day to 
memorrialize the Conf dead. A Union officer and his wife were visiting Richmond, 
VA.and observed southern women decorating Conf. soldiers graves in Hollywood Cem. 
The Union officer took the honoring Conf. soldiers graves back to Wash., D.C. Eventually, 
Congress enacted Memorial Day. The Fourth of July is important because it is the birth 
of our country. We were now Americans, not British subjects under King George III. 
Need I say any more? Therefore, these Conf. soldiers that may be listed or memorialized 
on the monument had ancestors who fought for the freedom of a new country. They 
we're White, Black, Indian, etc. Thank You. 

 
Joy Hudson  

The history of our nation is a love story. Our founding fathers loved God, loved freedom, 
love family and loved the freedom to pursue happiness. Our history reflects the 
incredible courage of many who were ready to risk all that they owned and sacrifice 
their lives to live in a new country where their children can live free, love and prosper. 
Sadly, many lives were lost while this nation was being formed. Native americans were 
murdered, captured, and sent to camps. They fought with courage and died to defend 
their land. But they lost. Many brave and courageous enslaved were also mistreated and 
died for this country. America stands for  freedom. Freedom that anyone who works 
hard can pursue wealth and happiness. "The American Dream" is a beacon of hope for 
the entire world. These statutes don't have anything to do with slavery. A statue is not 
erected to raise the issues that one fought for, but to recognize the courage of one who 
fought and sacrificed in service of our country. We need to unite as courageous 
Americans against our common enemy before we lose our country to a wealthy group 
of people who believe they are better than others and entitled to rule over us. They call 
it a "One World Order". Here you will find your "White Supremacy". We are in the fight 
of our lifetime between Good and Evil. America has a majority of good people who want 
to do good. Who's side are you on? 

 
 
Andrew Johnson  

Please don’t erase our history. Add interpretive markers, additional memorials, etc. we 
have to know about our past in order to progress into the future.  

 
Freeman Jones 

As a veteran, citizen of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and an American, I am concerned 
over the future of the Clark County memorial monument. Over the past year our Nation 
bore witness to tragedies leading to public outrage that included the destruction, 



desecration, and removal of monuments across Virginia. Not only have Civil War 
monuments been targeted but also Lincoln, Columbus, Lewis and Clark, US Grant, 
Thomas Jefferson, Woodrow Wilson, and other US Presidents. All misguided efforts are 
in an effort to appease a misconceived perception of the African American story. It 
would appear that the nation is bent on destroying our rich heritage and the story that 
goes with it. This effort is led by a comparatively small number of either ignorant or 
close-minded individuals who do not represent the majority of Americans or American 
values; yet many local governments have supported these radical individuals at the 
expense of real American values and the great story of the evolution of this country. I 
am a patriot who believes ALL men are created equal and racism and racial inequality 
have no place in the United States of America. Monuments that promote or minimize 
the institution of slavery should be removed; however, removing memorials to Civil War 
dead, both North and South, our Presidents, and other leaders is disrespectful, 
offensive, and tantamount to erasing history. The Monument Committee's report 
posted on YouTube and the Clark County website provides an excellent recount of the 
monument's history. The Clark County monument was erected to honor fallen Clark 
County soldiers, whose names are recounted in clear testament to the monument's 
intention. These men and the monument itself are part of Clark County's history. They 
were caught up in the issues of their time: States Rights vs a more powerful Central 
Government, and yes, slavery. We owe it to posterity to protect this monument where it 
stands in order to teach future generations the history of Clark County, Virginia, and 
indeed all of the United States. The monument depicts a reflective county resident, 
unarmed, with a somber expression. The monument is a symbol of the end of the war at 
Appomattox and reconciliation. No one can truly claim it is offensive. About the same 
time the Clark County monument was erected, the number of living Civil War veterans 
was dwindling and private funds were gathered to erect memorials before the last 
veterans perished. 
They wanted their sacrifice remembered. Consider your reaction if 75 years from now 
our descendants removed monuments to veterans of World War II? They were deemed 
xenophobic. Or if in 150 years memorials to the fallen soldiers of the Iraq and 
Afghanistan Wars were torn down? It was determined that they were Islamophobic 
imperialists. These are chilling thoughts, especially if one has a father or grandfather 
who fought the Nazis or Japanese imperialists or a brother or sister serving the Armed 
Forces today fighting the global terrorists. I proudly served the US Army and defended 
US national security for twenty-six years on active duty. Clark County's example should 
be one of inclusion and education, not exclusion. The Civil War was the most tragic 
moment in our Nation's history. We must strive to educate our youth why these 
memorials were erected. Leave the monument where it stands and educate our 
children why it was erected. The African American story is great story as well; it is not 
being told. We live in difficult times and I offer these thoughts to you as a citizen whose 
sole aim is to make our community a great place to live for the current and future 
generations. Thank you for reading this and your consideration. 

 
Garry Judy 



Thank you to you and your committee for allowing for public comments to be 
submitted. I have to submit my comment this way due to a conflict during tomorrow's 
meeting. I strongly feel that the monument should stay where it is. This monument is 
not like any others at Courthouses in the State of Virginia. This monument was erected 
at the turn of the previous century to remember Clarke County deaths from the Civil 
War. Many Civil War veterans were still alive when this was erected. The statue depicts 
an unarmed soldier experiencing defeat. These are important distinctions. The fact that 
this soldier is a Confederate is just a historical accuracy as these soldiers were fighting 
on that side. This is a memorial to the locals that fought and died. This is not any 
statement of social or political opinion. This is nothing like statues erected during the 
Civil Rights Era that depicted armed fighting Confederate soldiers. Pretending that these 
scenarios are the same is not comparing apples to apples. If the cost of maintaining the 
statue or any other associated costs are considered a burden for the county I would be 
willing to assist in this area. I think it is important to remember history respectfully. This 
monument does exactly that. This allows us to remember where we came from so we 
can strive for continual improvements and progress. Pretending this history didn't exist 
does not solve anything. I am available for comment at any time. I apologize again that I 
can not make the meeting this week. Thank you very much for reading this. 

 
Archie Justice 

In regard to the monument on the courthouse lawn, I have three suggestions as a way 
forward 

1) Set up a joint committee of County and Berryville Town officials to, with citizen 
input, look at all streets, highways, parks, etc. that are currently named after 
Confederate Officers, and to work to rename them. These would include 
Beauregard Ct, Jackson Dr., Mosby Blvd., Ewell Ct., Early Dr., Stuart Ct., Ashby 
Ct., Breckenridge Ct., etc. 

2) Encourage formation of a Clarke County citizens' group with the objective of 
raising private funds for a statue similar to the current one on the courthouse 
lawn in honor of Thomas Laws, or whomever the citizens' group deems 
appropriate. 

3) Clarke County Board of Supervisors should work towards putting a referendum 
on the ballot in Clarke County to decide the ultimate fate of the current statue. 

 
Joseph Lewis 
 

 Hi To Who It May Concern my name is Joseph Lewis 56 years old I live in Clark County 
most of my life and in Prairie County in Charlottesville and live in Clark County now and 
interracial married hat for kids I never been offended by that statue the Civil War was 
not fought  for slavery it was separated of the states if people think that wasn't a black 
Confederates  hat wrong the Confederates had free blacks being Spies and the Buffalo 
Soldiers I think it'd be dishonor to take it down it Dishonored 2 black and White Civil 
War was brother against brother no matter what color they were correct me from 



wrong we put up headstones to honor our loved ones that's Soldier standing there at 
the courthouse dishonoring the Confederate men that died as Jesus said in the Bible 
those with no sin cast the first stone so that leaves us all right cuz none of his what I've 
sin ..Corwin Amendment that is what the North offered the South to rejoin the Union 
and still keep their slaves the South declined. Jest putting it out there I THANK you for 
time and hard work I disagree of the movement of the statue I don't deny slavery 
happen but if we look around everyone was a slave if you didn't have no money one 
way or another and it was bad let's move on the love one another like we supposed to 

 
Caroline McKay 

As a Clarke County resident with three family names on the  monument I believe that it 
should be removed from the Courthouse yard. As a monument to deceased family 
members, erected by their families, it should be housed in an area that holds other like 
monuments, such as a private cemetery. 

 
Sara Stern  

My cousins and I, who are great-grandchildren of A. Moore, Jr., one of the surviving 
members of the Clarke County Confederates, have been listening to Ty Seidule's talk at 
Hamilton College and reading his book "Robert E. Lee and Me'~ as well as following the 
discussion surrounding the Confederate Statue at the Clarke County Court House that 
was placed there to  commemorate fellow Clarke Countians, neighbors and friends, who 
died in the War Between the States. 
For what it's worth, if the funds can be found to move the statue, I would like to see it 
moved to Greenhill Cemetery; and if the funds are not available or cannot be raised, 
and/or the consensus is to leave the statue in place, then a plaque that contextualizes 
and recognizes the awakening of our sensibilities about the injustices of the time would 
be in order. 
Thank you and the committee for taking this job on and doing such a great job, 
researching and summing up all the issues and complexities surrounding this subject. I 
look forward to the resolution. 
In case you are interested in listening to Ty Seidule's lecture about "Robert E. Lee and 
Me" at Hamilton College, I am attaching the link. 
http://www.hamilton.edu/offices/lits/projects-and-initiatives/couper-phi-beta-kappa-
library-lecture-series 

 
Mary Veilleux  

Dear friends, 
 
Thank you for the time you have taken to address the issue of "What to Do with The 
Confederate Statue in front of the Berryville Courthouse?” 
 

http://www.hamilton.edu/offices/lits/projects-and-initiatives/couper-phi-beta-kappa-library-lecture-series
http://www.hamilton.edu/offices/lits/projects-and-initiatives/couper-phi-beta-kappa-library-lecture-series


I would like to address this as well.  I feel strongly, so I hope I can communicate with 
kindness and respect!  I also feel I have a measure of authority on the subject- in three 
ways: 

1. I have a decent grasp of American history 
2. I know what it takes to maintain a Democratic Republic- and it is by no means an 

easy task! 
3. I know what the power of forgiveness is. 

 
With those in view, allow me to ask my first questions:  “Who is the Authority who 
deems himself/herself the Moral Judge to determine whether a statue in any city or 
town in America is vile and offensive and should be removed?  I’d like to know, since it 
leads to my second question, “What happens when a new Moral Authority becomes 
popular and changes the rules?  What happens if this Judge determines that anyone 
who cheated on the spouse is no longer worthy?  Or if this person did not pay taxes for 
several decades?  Or this former hero fought in Vietnam?  Or in Korea?  Or in 
Europe?  The list of “wrongdoings” as you can see is endless depending on the 
“Judge”.  In today’s cancel culture with its own list of heinous “sins”, I doubt if removing 
statues will be enough to redeem oneself, or one’s town, state or country.  There will be 
more and more demands. So why not stand up to those  who are demanding that all 
former slave owners be eradicated from memory?  My opinion is that this “authority” is 
a cold, calculating, unmerciful group- that we did not vote for!    Why can’t Clarke 
County leaders say, “No” to this ugly and profoundly destructive trend?  It will take 
courage and resolve to do what is right. 
 
I quote Anthony Esolen here with the best summary on the topic: 
 
“Every statue of an old and all-too-human benefactor or hero that comes tumbling 
down is a memorial raised to our intolerance, our unwillingness to forgive.  We find 
fault where these is fault to find, and we are glad to find it, because we have so little 
that is virtuous and beautiful to show on our own account.” 
 
Secondly, America’s history is filled with great statesmen who sought the best for the 
new Union.  There were many mistakes made, with the greatest blot being the 
continuation of slavery from the foundation  As we all know however, leaders were 
raised up who sought to change this.  The beauty of our republic which boasts of such 
high and lofty standards as issued in the Declaration of Independence  is that we have 
the freedom and ability to change!  And we have!  Do we still have problems?  Of 
course!  Will race relations be an issue in the future? Yes!  As long as the earth remains, 
there will be this troubling reality called human nature. Which one of us, as asked by 
Christ in John 8, can be the one to throw the first stone?  This statue reminds me that 
we are humans together in all of its joys and sorrows! 
 
Lastly, there is the wonder and power of forgiveness- what raises human beings above 
our animal counterparts and allows us to deal with hurts and pains from the past, 



present and all in between.  If for no other reason than this, we let the statue 
stay.  There are ways to improve upon it, however!  One idea is to have a service- yes, of 
a religious nature ( a bit like what we did in the park on the Day of Unity) and publicly 
ask forgiveness for our local past-of abusing African Americans, stifling their growth in 
Reconstruction, etc.  Then, a creative mind can add a memorial of all whose who served 
the Union Army from Clarke County- a true memorial to all those who fought in a the 
troubling conflict we name the Civil War. 
 
Thank you for caring enough to hear others’ opinions, 

 
 



GEORGE ARCHIBALD 
101 NORTH CHURCH STREET 

BERRYVILLE, VIRGINIA 2261 1 ·6007 

TELEPHONE (540) 303· 1477 
EMAIL: <archibaldgeorge65@gmail.com> 

January 21, 2021 

Re. Clarke Courthouse Monument Committee Resources for Determination of Options 

HAND-DELIVERY 

Mr. John R. Staelin, Chairman, and Members 
Clarke Courthouse Monument Committee 

of the Clarke County Board of Supervisors 
Berryville/Clarke County Governmental Center 
101 Chalmers Court, Second Floor 
Berryville, Virginia 22611-1387 

Dear Mr. Staelin and Members of the Committee, 

I write to you as Berryville resident and voter whose home and residence window 
view on Church Street directly opposite both the General District and Circuit Comt 
buildings on North Church Street is of the Appomattox Memorial Monument which has 
sat there since circa 1900 1 

As a complete surprise, only recently did this community memorial to 19th 
Century war dead erected on its plot owned by the former Association of the Survivors of 
the Clarke Cavalry became subject of your committee's formation as result of 
unsubstantiated request for removal by one Martin Rosser Oldham of Ashby Gap on 
Clarke's border with Fauquier County some miles away at Paris, Virginia 20130. 

My love of history, as British childhood immigrant to this area in the 1950s, and 
because history /political science were my college co-majors, cause me to express deep 
gratitude for your volunteering to serve and necessary important work to be done. 

One of several good news articles by The Winchester Star's reporter Mickey 
Powell, including the most recent on Tuesday enclosed, have referenced an important 
written land title review provided to the Board of Supervisors at their request by 
attorney Robert Mitchell of Winchester-Leesburg law firm Hall Monahan Engle Mahan 
&Mitchell. 

The published revelation that Mr. Mitchell's review was shared with our 
community press makes very important that it be immediately provided to your 
committee completely and incorporated as part of your document record. All such 
publicly disclosed records obtained at taxpayer expense should be available under the 
Virginia Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) without exemption, and I request a copy of 
Mr. Mitchell's review myself with your assistance. Thank you. 

(} Sincerely, J 
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L16CAI :"~cou~ "It's good to help outyour community' 
After wrapping up a 24-hour shift at the Harrisonburg Fire 

Departmenton Maryland Avenue on Monday, Alan Wampler headed 
to his other fire station - the Weyers Cave Volunteer Fire Company, 

Full Story .1'%'£ 

The 
Wm.chester Star 
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January 19, 2021 
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Clarke monu entcommi will hold 1st meeting Thur ay 
By MICKEY POWIEll 
The Winchester Star 

BERRYVILLE - A committee 
fonned to determine potential op­
tions for the Civil War monument 
outside the Clarke County Court­
house won't be in a rush to com­
plete its work. 

The panel.will hold its firstmeet­
ing. at 6:30p.m. Thursday in the 
main upstairs meeting room atthe 
Berryville-Clarke County Govern­
ment Center on Chalmers Col1rt 

· Coxnmittee members won'tdra.g 
their heels, but "certafulywe're not 
in a race," said coxnmittee Chairman 
John Staelin. The more tin:le that is 
taken to consider the relevant is­
sues, the more appropriate the out­
come will be, he said.:: 

"Hopefully, we can come up with grounds, but rather on a small piece 
some ideas ... the community can of land technically owned by the 
support," Staelin said. Association of the Survivors of the 

Installed in 1900, the monument Clarke Cavalry (ASCC) .The county 
- called "Appomattox" - depicts cannot legally move the monument 
an unnamed Confederate soldier. It because it doesn't own the parcel, 
stands in frontofthe courthouse on its part-time atlumey, RobertMitch­
North Church Street in downtown ell, determined. 
Berryville. To complicate matters: Records 

Last summer, county resident show the ASCC disbanded many· 
Ross Oldham told the Clarke years ago, having apparently held 
County Board of Supervisors the its last annual meeting in 1918. Two 
monument is a painfulremindergf year~ .. ~~lier, the ass9ciation. asked 
the South's support for slavery. He the St6~ewalll1Jnited Daughters of 
asked the county to move the mon- the Confederacy to takeresponsibil­
ument to "a more appropriate loca- ity for the monument, but the latter 
tion of historical learning," such as organizationdisbandedjn 1932. 
the Clarke County Historical Soci- . According to Mitchell, the coun­
ety or the Battle of Berryville site. ty's dilemmastemsfrom the parcel 

Research revealed the mon- having been. titled to the incorpo­
ument is not on the courthouse rated association rather than its in-

· dividual members. So descendants ing and were interviewed by county 
of the ASCC's members technically officials. 
own the property now. Nobody Based on phone conversations 
knows who they are, whether any he's had with them, Staelin said he 
are alive and, jf so, how they can believes the committee can :find vi­
be reached. able possible solutions for the su-

What to do with the monument pervisors to consider. 
is "an issue thatneeds to be inves- Thursday night's meeting will 
tigated" thoroughly, Staelin said. focus on developing a work plan for 

Cou.nty officials say they've the, committee, he said. 
heard comments both for and TJ;ien. we can figure out how 
against keeping the monument at. !ong" it will take for the panel to do 
its currentlocation. its work, he added. 

Staelin is a former supervisor Committee ~eetings :M-11 be 
w.. ho rep. resent. ed theM .. . m ·. wood. Dis- ?Pen to thefiub~c. A publi.c hear­
trict Serving on the committee with mg eventu Y ~be ~eld. How-
him will be Gwendolyn Malone ever,. the .co . .. ttee will not hear 
Bob Stieg, Will Nelson, Meg Roque' a?Y public. con:ments Thursday 
Lee McGuigan, Daniel Nelson and mght, Staelin said. 
John Burns. They are among peo­
ple who expressed interest in serv-

- ContactMickey Powell at 
mpowelf@winC:hesterstar.com 
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All-

As Clarke's 'Monument Committee' prepares to have its second meeting 
next Thursday Feb. 4th at 6:30PM, about what to do with the Berryville Courthouse 
statue commemorating Clarke's fallen in the war of secession (aka civil war), it is time to 
take a closer look at that committee, appointed by the BOS last November (after 
discussing it in closed session). 

The county website indicates that the committee has been tasked with the job of 

providing the BOS with "a recommendation that has broad community support and 
will move the community forward in aunited manner#. So, a few questions: 

1) Does the committee represent the community as a whole? 

No, not really. Of the 8 members: 
• 3 are from the Town of Berryville proper (Supervisor Matt Bass), 
• 3 are from Millwood district, including the Chairman J. Staelin (Supervisor Terri 

Catlett), 
• 1 is from Russell district (Supervisor Doug Lawrence), 
• 1 is from Buckmarsh district (Supervisor David Weiss). 
• 0 from White Post district (Supervisor Bev McKay). White Post is not represented 

at all. 

2) Does the committee represent the current demographic of the county? 

No, not really. 
While the male/female balance is not too bad -with 3 women and 5 men -the 
committee is composed of 3 Blacks/African-Americans plus 1 White who is Secretary 
of the Josephine School Museum= 4 members - fully 50% of the committee, even 
though the U.S. Census Quick Facts indicates that Clarke County has a Black/African 
American component of only 4.7% (less than the Hispanic 6.4%, for example). 

At the committee's first meeting, the historian Maral Kalbian gave a PowerPoint 
presentation of the statue's history- it was erected by the now-defunct Clarke Cavalry 
Association - and although she mentioned that"lnscriptions on other three sides 
contain names of those soldiers who died along with their companies", she 
did not list any of the names. I found some of them contained in the blurry news snippet 
she included from the 1900 unveiling of the statue, which listed both Clarke's cavalry 
and infantry companies - recognizable names that are still in profusion in Clarke's land­
records and Clarke's residents today: 

Alexander - Allen -Ashby- Bell - Benham - Broy- Burwell - Calmes- Castleman -
Copenhaver- Dearmont- Gibson - Grady- Grubbs - Hammond - Hite - Milbourne -
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Mitchell - Morgan - Reardon - Richards - Ritter- Russell - Shepherd - Shumate -
Smith - Swartz -Timberlake - Welch - Wilson, among others. 

I wonder what those Clarke families today might say about their ancestors being 
relegated to the dust-bin of history, if the statue is moved elsewhere to be less intrusive 
because of one man's complaint? 

One last name I didn't find is that of Oldham (the Complainer - who apparently arrived 
in Clarke less than 3 years ago and bought a house up on the mountain). 

3. Ironic or Schizophrenic? 

At their January 19th regular meeting, the BOS just approved the receipt of a grant from 
the American Battlefield Protection Program (ABPP) to study the Battle of Berryville 
boundaries and develop a preliminary information form for a potential future National 
Register Nomination, hiring a NJ firm, Richard Grubb and Associates, to do the study for 
$39,427. 

So, do I have this straight? While debating what to do with a historic monument 
honoring those who died in the Battle of Berryville - (in order to avoid offending anyone 
who complains)- the BOS has just approved a grant to try and have that same battle 
listed in the historical National Register?? 

Given that the Monument Committee may not in fact, adequately represent the views 
of the broader community, may I suggest that you take the time to email your 
comments concerning the statue's disposition to your Supervisor, as well as to the 
county administrator who can forward them to the committee members for their 
consideration: 
Chris Boies: cboies@clarkecounty.gov. 

If desired, you can also email the 8-member committee directly, at: 

John Staelin -
Bob Stieg -
Will Nelson -
Gwen Malone -
Meg Roque -
Lee McGuigan -
Daniel Nelson -
John Burns -

jstaelin@clarkecounty.gov 
Robert.stieg@clarkecounty.gov 
will.nelson@clarkecounty.gov 
Gwen.malone@rocketmail.com 
meg.rogue@clarkecounty.gov 
lee.mcguigan@clarkecounty.gov 
daniel.nelson@clarkecounty.gov 
jburnsil@shentel.net 



Please note that I have not changed my opinion that, shou Id the committee and/ or BOSC!.J ~ 
decide to move the statue from its' current location in front of the courthouse, there 

should be a public referendum on the matter beforehand. 

Robina Rich Bouffault 



Dear Mr. John Staelin: 

I am a sixth generation Russell, born in Winchester. My family name is one of several 
inscribed and honored on the Berryville monument. My very strong opinion is to keep 
the statue intact for historical reasons, with possible consideration of adding an 
additional plaque or monument to commemorate others who offer proper and 
appropriate historical evidence that would qualify them for equal recognition. 

The history of the Russell family's role in the Civil War can be best exemplified by 
offering the story of two individuals, who were brother and sister, one being my great 
grandfather. James Baker Russell and Matilda M. Russell both contributed in their own 
way. Here are their stories. 

James Baker Russell was a private at age 16 when he joined the staff of General 
Stephen Dodson Ramseur and served as an aide to Generals John Pegram and John 
George Walker at the Battle of Cedar Creek. General Ramseur was mortally wounded, 
and James Russell accompanied him to Belle Grove where he cared for him until he 
died. General Pegram served throughout the South and died at the Battle of Hatcher's 
run. His funeral took place at the same church in which he was married less than 3 
weeks earlier. John George Walker was a well thought of general in the War, 
commanding Walker's Greyhounds, named for the speed of his infantry troops 
movements from one battle to another. He is buried in Stonewall Cemetery in 
Winchester. He is the only one of the three to not die in battle. 

Russell came back to Winchester where he opened a dry goods business, James B. 
Russell & Brothers. He later helped found and was president of the first gas and electric 
utility in Winchester, serving on the board of two railroads. He helped found the Union 
Bank, and served as its chairman for 62 years. When he and a friend discovered that 
the headquarters of George Washington were to be demolished, they bought the 
property and donated it to the city with the stipulation that it could never be 
dismantled. It is in operation today as George Washington Headquarters Museum. 

Russell's sister, Matilda M. (Aunt Tillie) Russell is best remembered as the angel who, 
along with a few friends, went to the Cedar Creek Battleground to volunteer to help the 
wounded. She came upon a wounded member of General Ramseur's staff who was 
groaning. He asked her to hold his head, and she did so. A surgeon came up and 
seeing Miss Russell with her charge told her that she was doing the only thing that 
would save the soldier's life. The man, he added, "had been riding many days and 
nights without sleep and was unstrung." So Miss Russell sat supporting the young 
officer all night. The moon passed meridian and sank behind the mountains. The 
lamentations of the dying filled the air. Her fatigue was most distressing. When 
morning game her arms were so benumbed that she could scarcely move them. Then 
relief came." The soldier survived. 



John Esten Cooke heard of the incident and described it in the Winchester Times, 
suggesting it as a worthy subject for a painting. Two artists, Minor K. Kellogg and O.E. 
Williams read the article and each transferred the scene to canvas. One of these 
paintings hangs in the Corcoran Museum. A copy is in the archives at Handley 
Library. Miss Russell was the heroine in a beautiful story entitled ''A Night on the 
Battlefield" written by Major John Esten Cooke. ( Quoted from the Alexandria Gazette, 
Alexandria, D.C, March 2, 1897, page 2) 

There is a movement to deconstruct the history of our country by those who hope to 
destroy our country. Monuments are being destroyed around our country, names like 
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, and Columbus have been 
desecrated. Historical figures like Robert E. Lee, Stonewall Jackson, and Harry F. Byrd 
have been removed from Richmond, Lexington, and other cities around the country, 
including Winchester. We are taught reconciliation and forgiveness of sins as children 
in the study of religion and the Bible. What better example of reconciliation could there 
possibly have been than the forgiveness the young men from the North and the South 
felt for one another after each of them killed one another by the thousands during what 
turned out to be a terribly unjust war, though unrealized at the time. 

During the Russian Revolution in 1917, the Bolsheviks under Lenin were attempting to 
destroy all vestiges of the Russian ruling class, monuments, art, and museums. I have 
attached the speech of the leading left wing writer of the time, cautioning his 
countrymen from destroying the artifacts of their history. Without drawing a parallel of 
the overthrow of the Tsar Nicolas Ill and the birth of Marxism with the actions of 
protestors in our country today, you might present his case to those with the opposite 
opinion of mine here today. 

I served in the United States Marine Corps and believe in our country. We as Americans 
should respect our history, learn from our mistakes, honor those who fought, and 
understand that while mistakes may have been made, we shall study and learn from 
them. 

Sincerely, 
John Barnes Carr Jr. 
3304 Darby Road 
Keswick, Virginia 22947 
434 923 4548 
USMC, 10 November 1961-1968 

David Russell, Isaac Russell, James Russell, Harry Russell, Mary Greenway Russell 
(Carr), John Barnes Carr Jr. 



The Russian Revolution, By Alan Moorehead Harper & Brothers 1958 
There was one other voice that counted among the Petrograd socialists and that was Maxim 
Gorky's. He was the outstanding left-wing writer of the day, and he represented something 
which was more permanent than the day-to-day politics of the revolution and the excitement in 
the streets. He saw an extreme danger in the violence of the mob, and he knew better than any 
Bolshevik that neither this nor any other revolution could entirely sweep away the past. His 
manifesto written at the height of this crisis has a prophetic dignity. 
Citizens (he wrote), the old masters have gone away and a great heritage is left behind. Now it 
belongs to the whole people. Citizens, take care of this heritage, take care of the palaces---they 
will become palaces of your national art; take care of the pictures, the statues, the buildings--­
they are the embodiment of the spiritual power of yourselves and of your forefathers. Art is the 
beauty which talented people were able to create even under despotic oppression and which 
bears witness to the power and beauty of the human soul. Citizens, do not touch one stone; 
preserve the monuments, the buildings, the old things, the documents---all this is your history, 
your pride. Remember that this is the soil from which you will grow your new national art.* 

*Joel Carmichael's translation of Sukhanov, The Russian Revolution, 1917 
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Clarke County Public Schools - Facility Use Request and Fees 

Organization: ~lcr~t Cov~~7 &ovlJnrri_,,,.)r 

Is this organization a 501 ( c )(3) non-profit?: ff No 

Applicant ' s Name: C hn's f? o.i!J 

D Yes (please provide copy of non-profit status) 

Mai Ii ng Address: _,_)_,.Q'-'1_ .... ( _h-=-c. -'-I .._t'"l--'e-'-r _,_f _C~o~.,.._r _.+ ______ ~~~"-·..,.__,·,__1 v_. _11-t _ _ __ V_ P. _____ )._)_ 6_ 1 ~'-
city State Zip 

Daytime Phone: l ~ S"" c; /'1 / 

Alternate Contact: fV I A-

Cell Phone: 1117' JObh EmailAddress: cba u(9c.le,'ll.t_u,,,,~7 .5ov 
----------------------- ------------

Daytime Phone: ____ fV_/ _)r _______ _ 

Sa Su 

Date(s): (include year) 
-------------------,-----------:-----::-----

St a rt Time(s) : Set up time _b_() _o __ O AM 0°PM Event time __ b_,_· _1_0 ____ 0 AM r:(°PM 

End Time(s): Event time g. 1 J D AM 0' PM Break down time _g_,- _~_r ___ O AM r:(PM 

Number of People Expected: (Under 18 yrs.) __ (18+)~ (50+) __ 

Frequency: ~ne-time 0 Weekly 0 Bi-Weekly 0 Monthly 0 Other 

Event Description (be thorough and specific): _ f1 __ o _'>_v""'4_ ._.\'_ l_. _J ,.,_ ,,..._ ; .+:_-..,.,_( t_-t-p_v_h_l,_~_,fi,_._;_v_~ ________ _ 

Will Admission Be Charged? 
Donations Solicited? 
Will Anything Be Sold? 

Facility (I st Choice) 

Facility (2"d Choice) 

Auditorium 

Dressing Room 

Gymnasium 

Mu ltipurpose Room 

Cafeteria 

D Yes 
D Yes 
D Yes 

B'""No 
B'No 
B-No 

Fees Collected? D Yes D No 
If"Yes", Please Explain: _ __________ _ 
lf'"Yes", What? ____ ___________ _ 

CCHS JWMS Boyce Cooley UC Cooley LC 

Kitchen (Food service employee must be present; additional fees apply) 

Stadium 

Athletic Fields/Grounds 

Library/Media/Computer Lab 

Parking Lot 

Classroom 

Other (please specify) 

Revised: 2/27/17 

Baseball 
Softball 

COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
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Person(s) Responsible For Any Damage that May Occur: __ {, __ h_r_,._(_~_.>_._-t.-_r _____________ _ 
Other Facility Needs: D tables ia'Chairs D electricity E:'.f technology 

Insurance Carrier: __ \/_Pr_C_tJ_f_f' _____________ _ _____________ _ 
Policy#: VA- -~l -O ').) ' 14 ff Certificate of Insurance provided . 

ASSUMPTIONS vn .f: It c f' 1.A- \ 

~gree to indemnify and hold the County, and its officers, agents and employees harmless from any and all liability, damages, 
actions, claims, demands, expense judgments, fees and costs of whatever kind or character arising from, by reason of, or in connection 
with the use of the facilities described herein. It is the intention the parties that the County, and its officers, agents and employees shall 
not be responsible for injury, damage, liability, loss or expense resulting to me and all participants and spectators at the specific 
activity. I expressly assume full responsibility for any and all damages or injuries, which may result to any person or property by 
reason of or in connection with the use of the facilities pursuant to this agreement, and agrees to pay the County for all damages caused 
to facilities resulting from user's activities. 

~arke County Public Schools must be notified of cancellations by applicant within 24 hours of the original requested facility use 
date/time. Applicant will be held financially responsible for all reservations not cancelled within the allotted time. 

~accordance with Policy KG Community Use of School Facilities, on behalf of our organization, I agree to the terms noted therein, 
including possible payment of a fee and the insurance requirements. The undersigned hereby certifies that he/she has read , fully 
un~stands, and agrees to abide by School Board Policy for the use of school facilities. 
@°'For all organizations sponsoring athletic activity for student-athletes, and all non-interscholastic youth programs: I certify the 
organization/program complies with Policy JJAC-CCPS, Section VIII. 

My signature on this form indicates: that I am requesting the facility listed be reserved for the day(s), date(s), and time(s) specified; that I understand that all fields of 
this form must be completed for my request to be considered, that my request may be demed, and that I agree to pay all costs associated with any damage to any 
facilities. equipment. or other property (real or personal) owned by the School Board, that I also agree to indemnify, defond. and hold harmless the School Board and 
the County, their officers, and their employees from any and all claims. liabilities. damages, attorney 's fees and/or costs directly related to my use of the facilities, that I 
understand that I am responsible for obtaining liability insurance with sufficient limits as required by the School Board to insure against liability that may arise out of 
my use of the facilities, and that failure to return the facil ities to their original condition will result in additional charges 

TITLE: 6 or.. +z At!"" ·"" , ~ oA TE: _ 1_-1_-_) _1 

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE 
FOR SCHOOL USE ONLY 

Principal"s Recommendation: __ YES NO 
Principal's Signature Date 

FOR DIVISION USE ONLY 

This application is hereby approved based upon condition(s) checked below: 
Basic fee: 

Group A: Internal school organizations 
and associated cooperative organizations No charge 
(e.g .. PTA, PTO, boosters) $ 

Per day per KG-CCPS-R Fee Schedules and 
Pa~ments for the Use of School Facilities 

Group B: Entities with cooperative 
agreements with School Board (includes Per Agreement 
CCP&R) 

$ Custodial per KG-CCPS-R 

Group C: Governmental Agencies 
Exempt from fee but responsible 
for incurred labor 

$ Food Service employee per KG-CCPS-R 

$ Estimated Total 
Group D Organizations identi fied in Exempt from fee but responsible 
Title 36, Title 58. 1 Chapter 36, etc . for incurred labor 

Remarks:---------------------
Group E: All other groups (e.g .. church, 
non-profit service, civic, cultural , sports 

Rental and Labor Fees Apply 
clubs and leagues, and educational 
organizations) 

APPROVED NOT APPROVED 
Signature of Superintendent/Designee Date 

Revised: 2/27/17 COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
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FEE SCHEDULES AND PAYMENTS FOR THE USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES 

The use of school facilities is governed by School Board policy KG. Facilities shall generally be made available on a not to interfere 
basis with school activities for community, educational, recreational, civic, and cultural activities. 

Facility rentals may start immediately following student dismissal on those days school is in session based on availability . Applicants 
requesting use of a facility on multiple dates must submit a calendar showing each date the area(s) is to be rented. 

Schedule of Rental Fees Fee Per Dav Fee Per 'Ii Dav (4 hr. maximum) 
"'-"' "'· ·•' " ··~ ,. " ""'" 

Athletic Fields 
HS Baseball I Softball Field $220 NIA 
JWMS Football Field $110 NIA 
HS Practice Field $40 NIA 
JWMS and Elementary School Field $40 NIA 

Gymnasium 
CCHS $400 $200 
HS Auxiliary and JWMS $220 $110 
Cooley and Boyce $140 $70 
Primary Multi-Purpose Room $100 $50 

Auditorium 
JWMS (includes Chorus Room) $180 $90 
CCHS (includes Green Room) $500 $250 
Note: Facility Use Attendant required for use of lights and/or sound system at additional hourly cost. 

' " " 

Cafeteria and Kitchen 
CCHS $150 ($50) $75 ($50) 
JWMS $130 ($50) $65 ($50) 
Boyce I Cooley $100 ($50) $50 ($50) 
Note: Additional fee for use of kitchen ($50) plus food service employee at additional hourly cost. 

Classroom 
CCHS $60 NIA 
JWMS, Bovee and Coolev $40 NIA 

'"' 
Library/Media Centers/Labs 

CCHS $60 NIA 
JW MS, Bovee and Cooley $40 NIA 

~ ~ 

I Parking Lots $60 NIA 
J\iote: Fee applies onlv when the parking lot is used without a concurrent facility rental. 

La bor Fees 
Technology Support 
Auditoriu m Facil ity Use Attendant 

$30.00 per hour Custodian $25.00 per hour 
$25.00 per hour Food Service Employee $25.00 per hour 

"" """' 

Labor fees will be invoiced at the end of the rental agreement, except in the cases of extended or prolonged use, where the user will be 
billed monthly for the number of labor hours used in support of the agreement at the rates shown above. 

Payment by User 
Payment for rental and labor fees must be by money order or check drawn on a United States bank, made payable to "Clarke County 
Treasurer." Rental and Labor fees are payable as noted above. Failure to pay outstanding charges after more than thirty (30) calendar 
days may result in a suspension of any current approved rental agreements and will be grounds for disapproval of any new 
app licat ions until payment is received. 

Fees for Non-Profit Organizations 
Non-profit organizations mav qualify for a discount on facility fees provided that 60% or more of the participants are K- 12 students 
cu rrently residing in Clarke County, Virginia. A copy of the 50 I (c)(3) form must be provided at the time of application . 

Revi sed : 2/27/17 COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
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I. No organization may use the building or grounds at any time or in such a manner as would interfere with the educational 
program of the school. 

2. Third Party requests for reservations should be directed to Clarke County Public Schools and will be honored on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

3. The School Board or it representative must have free access at all times. 
4. The right to revoke a permit at any time is reserved by the Superintendent. 
5. Signs are permitted two hours before the event and must be taken down immediately after the event. 
6. Any organization desiring to move special properties into the school or onto the grounds prior to the date of use should 

discuss the arrangement with Clarke County Public Schools, who will in turn discuss the arrangement with the school's 
principal and/or Superintendent. 

7. Chair arrangements and such are the responsibility of the organization. 
8. The parking of automobiles shall be restricted to the designated areas. 
9. The organization that uses the building and grounds shall be responsible for the conduct of its members. 
I 0. Any damage done to school property shall be compensated for by the sponsoring organization. Policy protection must be 

provided by any group or organization at its own expense if the School Board deems it advisable. 
11. A custodian must be hired as part of the rental agreement during non-business hours. (Exceptions may be made for field 

use.) A food service worker must be hired to supervise the use of the kitchens. 
12. The use of tobacco products on School Board owned property is prohibited. 
13. There shall be no alcoholic beverages brought onto the grounds or into the buildings. 
14. Premises are rented with the understanding that "tipping" of custodians or other school personnel is not permitted. 
15. Except by special permission, a group shall not be permitted to remain after midnight ( 12:00 am). 
16. Building keys will not be provided to any group. 
17. A certificate of insurance is required with rental application and will be kept on file at the Clarke County School Board 

office. 
18. Clarke County Public Schools is not responsible for any items lost or stolen. 
19. Clarke County Public Schools reserves the right to cancel any scheduled facility use due to unforeseen circumstances at any 

time. 

Guidelines for use of Auditorium and Dressing Rooms 
I . No food or drinks are allowed in the auditorium . During rehearsals, water bottles that can be sealed are allowed in, but their 

contents must be consumed outside the auditorium. 
2. All trash is to be picked up in the seating area, backstage, and dressing rooms. Trash must be disposed of properly in the 

dumpster behind the building. 
3. The stage is to be swept and cleaned after use to help maintain the finish. 
4. Use only painter's tape or regular masking tape to mark out areas on the stage. It should carefully be removed after each 

performance. The following materials are not to be used to reduce damage: duct tape, electrical tape, and heavy-duty 
masking tape. 

5. Exercise care in moving set pieces, equipment, etc., onstage to prevent damaged wood. 
6. The sponsoring group is responsible for all damages and repairs. 
7. Any changes to the curtains must be approved by the school. 
8. Any changes to the lights must be approved by the school. 
9. The Chorus Room IS a classroom during the day and must be returned to its original setup. 
I 0. The piano is a teaching tool, not an instrument for personal use. Please do not play the piano unless approved by the music 

department. 
11. The dressing rooms should be cleaned after each event. Trash must be disposed of properly. 
12. No one is allowed to climb the tables in the dressing room. 
13. Lights must be turned off when the facility is locked up after a performance. 

$ihave read and agree to the above rules and regulations for facility use of Clarke County Public Schools, including payment 
schedule, insurance requirements, and charges. 

~ ( L,.,·\ ~.). · ,, 1- I - ")I 
~~~~~~~~~~~-

Signature Please Print Name Date 

Revised: 2/27/17 COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 



To the Clark County Monument Committee, 

Over the past year our Nation bore witness to tragedies leading to public outrage that included the 
destruction, desecration, and removal of Civil War monuments across Virginia and Nationally. I believe 
this effort is led by a comparatively small number of loud individuals who do not represent the majority 
of Americans or American values. 

To be very clear, I am a patriot who believes ALL men are created equal and racism and racial 
inequality have no place in the United States of America. Monuments that promote or minimize the 
institution of slavery should be removed; however, removing memorials to Civil War dead-North and 
South-is disrespectful and tantamount to erasing history. The Monument Committee's report posted on 
YouTube and the Clark County website provides an excellent recount of the monument's history. This 
monument was erected to honor fallen Clark County Soldiers, whose names are recounted in clear 
testament to the monument's intention. These men-indeed the monument itself-are part of Clark 
County's history. We owe it to posterity to protect this monument where it stands in order to teach future 
generations the history of Clark County, Virginia, and indeed all of the United States. The Civil War was 
not fought on a distant European battlefield; it was fought here by our grandfathers and great uncles. 

About the same time the Clark County monument was erected, reconstruction was coming to an 
end, the number of living Civil War Veterans was dwindling, and private funds were gathered to erect 
memorials before the last Veterans perished. About the same time, 1898, President McKinley opened 
National Cemeteries, including Arlington, to Confederate Dead as an act of reconciliation. A few year 
later, U.S. Public Law 85-425 established pensions for Confederate widows, and made it official that 
Confederate Veterans were still American Veterans. Consider your reaction if 7 5 years from now our 
descendants removed monuments to Veterans of World War II? Or if in 150 years memorials to the 
fallen soldiers of the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars were tom down? 

These are chilling thoughts, especially if you have a beloved grandfather who fought Nazis or a 
brother or sister serving the Armed Forces today. 

Clark County's example should be one of inclusion and education, not exclusion. The Civil War 
was the most tragic moment in our Nation's history. We owe it to posterity to educate our youth and the 
future why these memorials were erected. Leave the monument where it stands, and educate our 
children whv it was erected. 

In closing, we live in difficult times, and I offer these thoughts to you as a citizen whose soul aim 
is to make our community a great place to live for the current and future generations. I regret that 
circumstances beyond my control and health considerations prohibit my in-person attendance. 

Very respectfully, 

Robert H Floyd 



Hi, my name is Mike Herbaugh, I spent the first 19 years of life my life 
in Clarke County and reside in Winchester now. I still spend my weekends 
in Clarke County on the river bank. I am completely against even thinking 
about moving the statue! It is ridiculous that these out of towners come 
in here and wanting to push their agenda, their cancel culture into my 
home county. The war was not about slavery. Yes, slavery is wrong. Yes, 
slavery was legal then. Yes there were slaves on both sides, north and 
south. But no slaves were freed in the United States until December of 
1865 in the 13th Amendment. If the war was about slavery then why did it 
take 5 years of war for the north(United States) to legally free their 
slaves? There were FREE black folks that fought side by side along with 
the white men in the Confederacy, in the North they had separate 
regiments. Many don't know that the Union offered the South, the Corwin 
Amendment. Which it allowed the southern states that seceded to rejoin the 
union and they would be able to keep their slaves, but the Southern states 
declined. Just think about that for a second ... 

This statue has been here for over 100 hundred years and all of a sudden 
it "offends" people. This statue is in honor of the Clarke County citizens 
that died fighting against a tyrannical government! Virginia voted against 
secession until Lincoln decided to call upon 75,000 troops to enter the 
south. 

Thank you for your time, and I hope you listen to what the majority of the 
people want. Not the select few that want to take it down. 

Leave the statue alone! 

God Bless 



Chris - good afternoon. I read the coverage in today's Winchester Star and three points 
stood out to me. One - the statue IS a work of art. Two - the comment by Bob Mitchell 
that if the ownership issue proves to be insurmountable, then committee work may be 
moot. Three - Maral's description of the soldier. 

I feel that ownership WILL be a sticking point to a resolution accepted by all. All my life 
I have walked by this statue and always thought that the soldier DID look sad, lost and 
defeated. Head down. Stripped of his weapon, dejected. Certainly nothing to 
celebrate. My great-great-great grandfather served in the 12th Virginia Calvary as a 
Clarke County resident and is buried at Old Chapel. I've never looked at this statue with 
pride. 

Since it is probable that the statue will remain where it is, I think the committee should 
work on verbiage that describes in honest terms what the community as a whole would 
accept as the truths that this statue could represent going forward. Once this statement 
is completed, a plaque of some permanent material should be created and mounted to 
the sides of the statue. Future generations who have a curiosity as to what the statue 
represents would receive a non-biased history lesson upon walking up to it and reading 
the message on the base of the statue - a history lesson that all local citizens can unite 
behind. 

Thanks for listening. 

John Hudson 



Members of the Monuments Committee 

Edward.jeep@gmail.com 

You are charged with formulating alternatives for what, if anything, should be done 

with the Confederate Monument. I believe that task is unfair, and nearly impossible, 

without a binding statement of ownership for the monument and its land. 

Ownership of the land depends on the law on the one hand, and on the other, action 

by the County leadership to establish or avoid ownership based on that law. I believe it will 

be too confusing for your Committee to formulate alternatives for the Monument without 

resolution of this basic and central issue at the appropriate level first. I think it is the 

responsibility of the County to act now on the ownership issue and allow your committee 

to focus on what to do about it - not spinning your wheels about who owns it. 

So far, statements in the press regarding ownership have been vague and at times 

misleading. They have created a general impression of complication and confusion. Though 

I am not an attorney, a brief study of Virginia law provides ample clarity and identifies 

actions the County could take to resolve the issue. 

Therefore, I recommend that this Committee make a preliminary report to the 

County, requesting that the County take action to be recognized as the owner of the land 

based on the information found in this paper. While they are doing so, the Committee could 

take two simple scenarios, and formulate recommendations based upon them: 

A) The County takes ownership of the land and monument. 

B) The County passes ownership to some third party. 

This paper contains a brief overview of the law. I am not an attorney; however, the 

concepts discussed here are straightforward and sufficient to form the basis of informed 

discussion with County legal authorities. Other avenues exist that are not included in this 

paper; the main point is that the State and County possess numerous avenues with which 

to resolve the ownership issue. This paper merely lists what appear to be the easiest and 

most obvious. 



The land upon which the Berryville Confederate Monument stands was donated to 

the Association of Veterans of the Clarke Cavalry. That Association was granted property 

and income tax exemption, and deeded the land. Donations to the Association funded the 

monument itself, which was also property of the Association. The Association planned to 

transfer ownership to a second body, the United Daughters of the Confederacy, upon the 

termination of their Association. However there is no evidence that transfer or any other 

occurred. 

Since 1918 the Association, by its own admission1, has ceased to exist. For 103 

years, evidence suggests that the Clarke County government has paid for the upkeep and 

insurance of the monument. The County did so since it eventually believed itself to be the 

owner of both land and monument. 

Now comes the County of Clarke in 2021, to determine alternatives about 

disposition of the monument; however, the question arises, "who owns it?" Virginia law 

defines owner this wayz: 

"Owner" means any person (individual; firm; cooperative; association et cet) who owns property, 

provided that the person's ownership of the property is ofrecord in the land records of the clerk's office 

The cavalry association, which does not exist. cannot be the owner. As an 

incorporated association, the descendants of the members are not entitled to inheritance; 

even if they were, their time to claim it has long passed. To our knowledge the property 

was never listed as liable to "Escheat3" by the Treasurer, as the law requires. Property held 

by those who decease without a will ("intestate") is disposed through a process called 

Escheat, which allows the County to establish proper title to those properties for which no 

other arrangement has been made. 

The tax exemption of the property and Association also defines its most important 

characteristic. Even if other individuals were entitled to that land, they would not likely be 

1 See minutes of meeting where transfer to UDC was proposed. This was in preparation for 
such time "when this organization ceased to exist," thus indicating there was nothing in 
their articles of organization providing for continued existence of the Association past the 
death of the last cavalry veteran. 
2 § 25.1-100. Definitions. edited for brevity 
3 § 55.1-2404 



entitled to the tax exemption. They were not Confederate Veterans. Their ancestors were, 

and were therefore the only ones able to execute the intent for which the land and 

exemption were designated. 

Virginia code also states that the County shall maintain an inventory of all exempt 

real property, and calculate the value of the tax due if the property were not exempt, and 

publish that information annually4• I would guess that the cavalry association is not 

included in that annual listing. This further suggests that the County does not recognize 

another entity other than itself as the owner of the Monument land. The County can require 

that exempt organizations file a confirmation of the use of the land triennially, and remove 

exemptions by presenting the General Assembly with petition to do so. This simply to point 

out that the exemption once granted is not itself without review. It is temporary and at the 

discretion of the County. 

Virginia still has ample regulations on tax-exempt organizations, and some of that 

information is useful to the Committee. Virginia grants exemptions by classification (i.e. 

kind of organization) and designation (a specific organization). Over time, for clarity, even 

for those organizations exempt by classification have been listed by name. 

The Virginia Constitution classifies historical organizations as eligible for tax­

exemption; however, the Cavalry Association does not appear on either the list of Classified 

or Designated organizations. Interestingly, the United Daughters of the Confederacy does 

appears. This however is not constructive in the Berryville case, as the UDC are not directly 

involved in the ownership of the Monument and never have been, though it appeared that 

the Cavalry Association intended them to be. 

The most clear and reasonable legal concept to be applied here seems to be adverse 

possession. Under the concept of adverse possession, if one entity has taken real property 

(which in Virginia means land as well as improvements, structures or appurtenances on the 

land) from another, and occupied it for more than 15 years, that property is said to have 

4 See §58.1-3604 and 3605 
s See §58.1-3609 and 3607 



been possessed adversely, and is then owned by the "taking" entity. There are several 

stipulations to adverse possession6 : 

• 'Hostile' Possession - The property is taken without permission from the property owner. 

• 'Actual' Possession - The claimant must physically possess the property in order to claim 

title. 

• 'Open and Notorious' - Possession of the property must be open and obvious to casual 

onlookers. 

'Exclusive and Continuous'for a Specified Period of Time - The person claiming title must 

have been the exclusive possessor of the property for 15 years (in Virginia). 

All of these requirements are met. The County assumed the monument was their 

property - however reasonable this assumption was, it was "hostile" merely because they 

had no title to the land. By caring for it, insuring it, and defending it with City and County 

security procedures, it established actual possession. Moreover, open and exclusive 

possession is pretty clear; no more public manner of display exists than one literally on 

"the courthouse lawn". It is also important to note that lands taken by adverse possession 

are legitimately held outside the Escheat process, which further supports a proposal of 

adverse possession in this case - as the monument was never treated as property intestate. 

The question of cost and surrendered value should also fairly be discussed. The case 

of the Robert E. Lee Camp Confederate Soldiers' Home is a particularly well-suited 

example.7 In 1883 this Home for former soldiers was established. Financial difficulties led 

to the Camp to petition the State for an annual appropriation. Eventually this funding was 

increased in 1892 in exchange for a deed to the property. The Home continued under the 

Virginia Dept. of Public Welfare until the death of the last resident in 1941. 

Therefore a proper accounting of this situation might be the following: the County of 

Clarke is designated the owner of property and monument, owing to the fact of adverse 

possession, lack of escheat, and non-existence of a qualified legal inheritor. 

6 § 8.01-236 
7 https://www.Iva.virginia.gov/public/ guides/ opac/campabout.htm 



Further, the total value of the tax exemptions granted from 1900 till 2021, added to 

the cost of upkeep and insurance in those years, should, as in the case of the Lee Home, be 

considered sufficient "repayment" to the now non-existent Cavalry Association for the 

donations received and used for construction of the monument. That monument has served 

the purpose for which it was donated. Its full value has been "amortized" back to the 

County, which now can legally and morally accept ownership. 

It is my position that the Clarke County government should file a motion with 

the appropriate higher court, recognizing their ownership of the monument by 

adverse possessions. 

This action is appropriate not only because it accurately reflects what has in fact 

happened, but also because it remedies a legal limbo that today contributes to public 

grievance. Such a move by the Board of Supervisors would show good faith, and would 

allow that grievance to be addressed directly and with a clean slate. 

Possession would not preclude the County from taking other alternatives should it 

choose. The County might attempt creation of a new or existing entity, and allow the 

property to be transferred to it. It might also then choose to allow a new exemption to be 

granted. However in both of these cases, the grievance would still exist, and be expressed 

during the normal public approval process for granting new exemptions as set in Virginia 

law. Possession simply gives everyone a clean slate from which to begin consideration of 

the issue - with alternatives all on the table, and none the product of perceived limitations. 

I would even say the County is obligated to assume the deed. County possession 

would end the official favor of tax exemption and cease public expenditures on un-owned 

land and a monument with uncertain public mandate. Further, removing the ownership 

issue once and for all would be a good faith effort to enable the process of citizen comment 

and recommendation that they themselves initiated. 

8 I am not an attorney, so this is a guess at the name of the appropriate procedure. 



Date: March 2 2021 

To: Committee Reviewing Confederate Statue/John Staelin, Chair 

From: Jean Lee 

P.O. Box 293 

Millwood, VA 22646 

540-837-1790,540-247-9964 

msjlee@comcast.net 

Please place the following comments in the official minutes of the Public Forum to be held on March 4,2021. 

I believe a decision must be made as to the ownership of the 25 feet in diameter of space where the confederate 

monument sits. I would like the County Board of Supervisors to move forward with the one of the two options laid out in 

the Information Sheet. If it is accurate that these are the only two options available to the current board of supervisors 

for a clear and legal disposition of the ground and the statue, ownership must be achieved first. Otherwise, it will simply 

be said that the BOD cannot vote to remove because there is a lack of ownership. This would not be a satisfactory outcome. 

In the event that the Board of Supervisors is able to act on this activity that happened 121 years ago because it now has 

possession of the ground. The county can then proceed with applying HB1537 which also allows for an advisory 

referendum. 

If the county assumes ownership of the property, I have the following comments to make about the disposition of the 

civil war monument. I believe the replica of a confederate soldier should be removed from the middle of the Court House 

grounds. Our public places should no longer play a role in distorting history by allowing a monument to remain that does 

not reflect all the people of the county. The statue is a negative symbol for many in our community and country. It was 

placed at the courthouse to be a reminder to all who visited the most public place in our community that this is what we 

value; we honor the confederacy, we honor the rationale for the war, we honor slavery. It is a painful reminder of the 

past and does not reflect our current efforts to create unity among all our citizens. 

The years these types of statues were being placed is significant. This one came thirty-five years after the end of the civil 

war. At that time states began to enact Jim Crow laws to disenfranchise the newly freed African Americans and re­

segregate society. Creating and placing these monuments was an effort to make the strategy a very visible one. The next 

time there was an increase in placing these types of symbols came during the civil rights movement of 50's and 60's. Both 

suggest that there was concerted effort by the leadership to make it clear who was in charge. 

Our democracy is based on equality under the law and public entities should not prominently display symbols that 

undermine that concept and alienate an entire segment of the population. The confederacy and thereby this unknown 
soldier represents a government founded to preserve a system of subjection of one people by another for economic 

benefit. 

By removing the "generic" statue from the grounds of the Court House we are not attempting to erase history but rather 

it is an effort to end government endorsement of a time in our history that represented the necessary subjection of African 

Americans in order to retain economic solvency for some. 

I think a far better home for the unknown soldier, if you chose to preserve it, is to move it where it can rest in context. 

The site of the Battle of Berryville may be appropriate, or to a cemetery where all deceased people are honored and 

remembered. The men who are listed will retain their honor as having paid a very large price to assist an effort that they 
may or may not have supported. As we visit the battlefield or the cemetery and come upon the unknown soldier statue, 

we can reflect on the men who died for the confederacy and perhaps be incentivized to research the lives of the boys and 

men who gave their lives. The research will assure that their history is preserved and that we understand. 



Below is the opinion on the Confederate Monument from Josephine Street resident Dee Dee Liggins. 

John 

Good Morning, 
I agree with Ms. Davis move the monument to a battle field location. How can we learn from our history if 
we keep accepting that slavery and racism should be celebrated. Questions are these monuments 
bringing together hate groups? Must we allow symbols of racism on public land? When have African­
Americans in Clarke/or the Town really had a voice, 

As for the County not being aware they didn't own the land what is knew about that excuse, the land is on 
Clarke's insurance policy. 



To Gwen Malone February 22, 2021 

I would like to ask you to please somehow present this at the meeting on March 4th, as a 
"Citizen Comment". 

I am very interested in the "Monument Issue", but due to Covid-19 I cannot attend a public 

meeting at this time. I have followed progress on this issue in the news and on-line as well as I 
can. 

I strongly advocate moving the statue for many reasons: political , moral , and historical. One 
additional reason is the financial/reputational health of Berryville, and Clarke County in general. 
In the past month Berryville has been mentioned in the national news repeatedly for its 
unfortunate association with the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol. As other regional and state towns 
and counties remove their confederate related statues, do we want to gain further attention as 

"the little town that clings to the Confederacy"? A lot of new houses are being built in Berryville, 
who will buy them? The town and the County obviously benefit from the tax revenue new 

residents will generate. We should promote ourselves as charming and rural , but not 
backwards and racist. This is 2021 ! 

The legalities can be figured out. If there is sufficient public will to move this statue, a way can 
be found. Also, I have heard the cost of moving the statue cited as a reason to keep it where it 
is. If the County is unwilling to pay this cost, I am sure the money could be raised in a voluntary 
public fund-raising campaign. I know many people who would happily contribute. 

Thank you so much, 

Michele Worthing 
84 Wickliffe Road 
Berryville, VA 22611 
540-550-34 71 
mcworthing@gmail.com 



To: The Clarke County Virginia Monument Committee. 

Ladies and Gentleman, I am submitting this written document to express my thoughts regarding Monument to the 

Sons of the County of Clarke, who gave their lives ... Let me first state that I am not a resident of Clarke County, but 

a lifelong resident of Winchester and Frederick County. My ancestors resided in the same and also Clarke County 

since the late 1700's. My interest in the monument is that three of my ancestors fought for their County and for 

Virginia. They were not slave owners ... they were dirt farmers and laborers. Let me introduce them: 

Conrad Pope (3rd Great Grandfather) born in Germany in 1921, emigrated to the US and settled in Clarke County. 

He enlisted at the age of 40 in the 122 Virginia Militia, comprised of men from Clarke County. He survived the war 

and continued farming Clarke soil until his death at age 74. He is buried in Stones Chapel Cemetery. 

Two of his sons also entered the service of the Confederacy also. 

William Henry Pope (2nd great-granduncle) enlisted on June 20, 1861 at age 20 in Co. A, 2nd Virginia Infantry at 

Bolivar Heights, VA. He was captured twice, 9 Feb 1863 in Clarke County, Virginia and confined first at Wheeling, 

WV and then transferred to the horrid conditions at Camp Chase, OH. He was held there until exchanged, 1863-07 

-15. He was captured again on 12 May 1864 at Spotsylvania Court House, Virginia. He was transferred to Point 

Lookout Prison in Maryland then to Elmira," Hellmira" NY where he somehow survived the brutal conditions and 

was released after signing his Oath of Allegiance 21 June1965. He somehow made it back to Clarke County. He 

was wounded twice in battle at Winchester, 25 May 1862 and Staunton 01 Jun 1863. 

Edward Washington Pope (2nd great-granduncle) enlisted on 18 Apr 1861 at age 18 in Co. A, 2nd Virginia Infantry 

at Charlestown, Virginia. He was captured in Clarke County on 17 Jul 1864 on the first day of the Battle of Cool 

Spring. Like his brother he was transferred to Wheeling and then to Camp Chase. He died at Camp Chase on 23 

Dec 1864. His body lies in Plot# 655 Camp Chase Confederate Cemetery (Columbus, OH) 

The Monument needs to stay where it has stood for nearly 121 years, honoring the memory of all fought to pro­

tect their home and hearth. I does not need any contextualization or interpretation .... the purpose of the Monu­

ment is written in stone right on it. As has been stated in your meetings and by Mr. Mitchell, the County Attorney, 

the Monument and land are not owned by the County .... they are owned by the descendants of the men of Clarke 

County that fought for what they believed in. I am one of those descendants. 

Sincerely, 

Scott C. Manuel 

Winchester, Virginia 



>On Mar 3, 2021, at 9:32 AM, Jesse Russell <russelliesse49@gmail.com> wrote: 
> 
> 
>Hi David, 
> 
> Hope all is going well. I know that there is a public hearing about the statue at the courthouse coming up and I 
have some thoughts on this 
> 
> If you have looked at other Confederate statues, they are in many ways unlike ours. Our statue shows a man with 
no weapon, his hat removed and his head slightly bowed. To me this indicates the sadness at the deaths of those 
Clarke Countians who died in the war. Yes, the war was about preserving slavery, but there is maybe a better way to 
go about this. 
> 
> This "memorial statue" is the only physical memorial to those in Clarke Co. who died in war and I believe that all 
wars in which Clarke Countians died should be represented equally, including the black troops who may have died 
fighting for the Union who were born in Clarke Co. At my last count, there had been 20 or more blacks born in Clarke 
Co. that fought for the Union. 
> 
>I would suggest that we should think about constructing a low wall around the statue (sort of like the Vietnam wall) 
that lists each war and under that war, the names of those from Clarke who died as a result of the war. We can't bury 
history altogether, but we can honor those who died in all wars. Quite honestly, I don't know why we haven't done 
something like this decades ago. 
> 
> I don't expect the Clarke Co. government to pay for a wall with these other names and wars on them by themselves 
but to have civic groups join together such as the VFW, American legion,CCHA, Josephine Museum, etc. etc. Make 
it a public/private venture and bring everyone together. Not all people will be pleased, but then when are all the 
people pleased about anything that is done? If you can get 80% or even more, of the people agreeing to this 
compromise, then we have accomplished a great deal and maybe addressed some things that needed to be 
addressed for a very long time. 
> 
> Even though half the names on this statue have the names of my own ancestors on both sides of my family, I don't 
have a strong feeling about that one way or the other. What I am more concerned about is how to remember ALL our 
war dead and find a way to bring our community together by not letting this one statue about only one war represent 
us when others are being sadly forgotten. 
> 
> Well, that is my 2 cents worth. If you want to pass my email onto others, please feel free to do so. 
> 
>Jesse 



Dear John: 

Please accept the attached letter in support of protecting the Clark County Memorial. We have a rich 
history; you can't get it back if you throw it away. 

My family, like many Virginia families, fought on both sides. I am proud of all of them. We were with 
Braddock and Washington, my great, great grandfather fought at Guilford Courthouse; he was at 
Yorktown. Like many Virginians, my family has fought and died in every American War; their sacrifice 
built the great Nation we have today. Todayl care for a family cemetery in Hanover County that dates 
to the 1650's; there are family stones and the graves of former slaves that stayed with the family into 
the early 1900's. They all have a story and they are all remembered. 

Rather than destroy or remove this monument; protect it. Tell its complex story and with it the 
evolution of modern America, the Civil Rights Movement, and Clark County today. 

The Best in History, 

Jim Whitehead, SAR Member/Mason 
Warrenton Virginia 

To the Clark County Monument Committee, 

Over the past year our Nation bore witness to tragedies leading to public outrage that included the 
destruction, desecration, and removal of Civil War monuments across Virginia, Lincoln, Columbus, 
Lewis and Clark and other US Presidents. All to appease a misconceived perception of the African 
American story. It would appear that the nation is bent on destroying our rich heritage and the story that 
goes with it. This effort is led by a comparatively small number of loud individuals who do not represent 
the majority of Americans or American values; yet, many local governments has supported these radical 
individuals at the expense ofreal American values and the great story of the evolution of this country. 

I am a patriot who believes ALL men are created equal and racism and racial inequality have no place in 
the United States o(America. Monuments that promote or minimize the institution of slavery should be 
removed; however, removing memorials to Civil War dead- North and South- , to our Presidents and 
leaders is disrespectful and tantamount to erasing history. The Monument Committee's report posted on 
YouTube and the Clark County website provides an excellent recount of the monument's history. The 
Clark County monument was erected to honor fallen Clark County Soldiers; whose names are recounted 
in clear testament to the monument's intention. These men and the monument itself are part of Clark 
County's history. These men were caught up in the issues of their time, States Rights vs a more powerful 
Central Government; and yes, servile slavery. My family fought on both sides; I have a picture of one 
member with Gen. George Custer; another fought with the 6th Va. Cavalry and they faced each other at 
Brandy Station. They both have a proud story that created modern America. Tell the story. We owe it to 
posterity to protect this monument where it stands in order to teach future generations the history of Clark 



County, Virginia, and indeed all of the United States. The Civil War was fought here among us all by 
our grandfathers and great uncles. Maryland actually attempted to remove a WWI memorial because of a 
Christian Cross at the entrance to the cemetery. While we respect all religions; this nation was formed in 
the name of a Christian God. Will we pull that down as well. Where does this end. 

About the same time the Clark County monument was erected, the number of living Civil War Veterans 
was dwindling, and private funds were gathered to erect memorials before the last Veterans perished. 
They wanted their sacrifice remembered; it should be. About the same time, 1898, President McKinley 
opened National Cemeteries, including Arlington, to Confederate Dead as an act ofreconciliation. A few 
year later, U.S. Public Law 85-425 established pensions for Confederate widows, and made it official that 
Confederate All these Veterans were American Veterans, blue and gray alike. Consider your reaction if 
75 years from now our descendants removed monuments to Veterans of World War II? Or if in 150 
years memorials to the fallen soldiers of the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars were torn down? These are 
chilling thoughts, especially if you have a beloved grandfather who fought the Nazis or a brother or sister 
serving the Armed Forces today fighting the Taliban. 

Clark County's example should be one of inclusion and education, not exclusion. The Civil War 
was the most tragic moment in our Nation's history. We owe it to posterity to educate our youth and the 
future why these memorials were erected. Leave the monument where it stands, and educate our 
children whv it was erected. The African American Story is great story as well; it is not being told. 

We live in difficult times, and I offer these thoughts to you as a citizen whose soul aim is to make our 
community a great place to live for the current and future generations. I regret that circumstances beyond 
my control and health considerations prohibit my in-person attendance. 

Very respectfully, 

James W Whitehead 



To Gwen Malone February 22, 2021 

I would like to ask you to please somehow present this at the meeting on March 4th, as a 
"Citizen Comment". 

I am very interested in the "Monument Issue", but due to Covid-19 I cannot attend a public 
meeting at this time. I have followed progress on this issue in the news and on-line as well as I 
can. 

I strongly advocate moving the statue for manv reasons: political, moral, and historical. One 
additional reason is the financial/reputational health of Berryville, and Clarke County in general. 
In the past month Berryville has been mentioned in the national news repeatedly for its 
unfortunate association with the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol. As other regional and state towns 
and counties remove their confederate related statues, do we want to gain further attention as 
"the little town that clings to the Confederacy"? A lot of new houses are being built in Berryville, 
who will buy them? The town and the County obviously benefit from the tax revenue new 
residents will generate. We should promote ourselves as charming and rural, but not 
backwards and racist. This is 2021 ! 

The legalities can be figured out. If there is sufficient public will to move this statue, a way can 
be found. Also, I have heard the cost of moving the statue cited as a reason to keep it where it 
is. If the County is unwilling to pay this cost, I am sure the money could be raised in a voluntary 
public fund-raising campaign. I know many people who would happily contribute. 

Thank you so much, 

Michele Worthing 
84 Wick! iffe Road 
Berryville. VA 22611 
540-550-3471 
mcworthing@gmail.com 



GEORGE ARCHIBALD 
101 NORTH CHURCH STREET 

BERRYVILLE, VIRGINIA 2261 1 ·6007 

TELEPHONE (540) 303-1477 
EMAIL: <archibaldgeorge65@gmail.com> 

Thursday, March 4, 2021 

Public Forum Statement to Retain Berryyille's 120-year-old "Appomattox" 
Court House Memorial Statue In Gratitude to War Dead of1861-1865 

Members of the Monument Committee of Clarke County Board of 
Supervisors, 

Please accept gratitude to Chairman John R. Staelin for "coming out 

of retirement" for this opportunity initiated by single resident Martin 

Rosser Oldham of Paris, Virginia, who lives on Clarke County's outermost 

boundary with Fauquier County at Ashby Gap, to take head-on the 

apparent anti-history prejudice called "Cancel Culture" which Mr. Oldham 

apparently advocates. His voter registration address is 575 Windwood Lane 

in Paris, Virginia, where historic markers and memorials adorn that 

countryside, and please let him inform you at this forum whether his 

similar public ire is next to be directed at these historic fixtures as well. 

On my positive hope, since the memorial sits directly across the street 

in spectacular view from my own residential window on North Church 

Street, and also has great personal meaning for my own sister Valerie 

Archibald Embrey, who lives just a block away on Academy Street, I was 

recently privileged to meet a Ken Burns-like documentary filmmaker taking 

pictures of our "Appomattox" Memorial on Sunday, February 21, who 

kindly offered to help us ensure this monument and others "continue to be 

made publicly accessible and serve the commemorative and educational 

purposes originally intended." (see Attachment 1.). This is most heartening. 

-1-



-2-

Jon Kohl of Philadelphia (where my own second daughter Alexandra 

and husband Stephen also live) has offered to help our effort, telling me in 

his kind email on Tuesday, February 23: 

"I'm sure you know that there are some wonderfully-preserved 
Battlefields in the Shenandoah Valley, and many of them lack the 
kinds of monuments that other places like Gettysburg have." 

Moving our statue after 120 years of wonderful uninterrupted access 

to public view and appreciation, as Mr. Oldham wants, must not become 

the next horrible "Cancel Culture" disaster like Shenandoah University's 

insane action stripping our late U.S. Senator Harry F. Byrd Jr.'s name off 

its School of Business building which the Senator generously financed. 

My sister Valerie Archibald Embrey, two years younger than me and 

resident of adjacent Academy Street, Berryville, was Shenandoah's director 

of development for many years before retirement under President Jim 

Davis's leadership, and worked closely with Senator Byrd and previously 

with wonderful Maggie Ohrstrom-Bzyant to raise many millions of 

charitable dollars given for two of the university's most magnificent public 

venues and parking complexes loved by thousands in Winchester. 

We cannot stand idly by and allow this "Cancel Culture" disaster to 

continue happening to destroy our community unity and historical legacy. 

As part of your process, many local people we know, including some 

marvelous elected officials, hope you will make it top priority to carefully 

vet all 106 names chiseled into the beleaguered "Appomattox" monument 

edifice, and spelled out fully in online Committee Documents 15 and 16. 
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The 106 names and their wonderful listed military units that drew 

Jon Kohl's attention are here also reproduced as part of my own 

accreditation in this Public Forum before you (see Attachment 2) in my own 

rendering of the statue's wording from all four sides. 

To accomplish this task I simply used traditional reporter eyewitness 

and document skills to create a rough double-checked accurate hand­

written record on legal paper of each engraved line on all four sides of the 

monument, then reproduced in type-written form for easier reading and 

another careful comparison with your own Committee Documents prepared 

by County staff from records brought together with help from professional 

historian Maral S. Kalbian, your earlier presenter in open session. 

Your effort is thus assisted to have vetting accomplished, however you 

choose, of same-named people and families now living locally and nearby 

must be identified and interviewed for their views as possible monument 

parcel owners descended from ill-fated Daughters of the Confederacy 

forbears 120 years ago. 

We have the original March 1886 General Assembly statute, capable 

Sheriff's Office, Town Police, State Police, Commonwealth's Attorney, and 

Attorney General of Virginia, if necessary, to assist this process as needed 

and requested. 

The names of monument creator-owners who placed the monument 

in July 1900 simply jump off the marble:-

Alexander, Ashby, Broy, Carter, Castleman, Gibson, Hite, Janney, 

Keeler, Marts. McCormick, Mitchell, Moreland, Nelson, Page, Randolph, 

Royston, Russell, Smith, Whiting, and so forth. 



Here we note surnames ironically even including that of present 

famed attorney Robert T. Mitchell Jr., also adorned on other Court House 

plaques. 

It was the mystery legal advisory of Robert T. Mitchell, Jr. of Hall, 

Monahan, Emgle, Mahan & Mitchell Law Firm in Winchester - paid for 

with taxpayer funds - that was and continues to be vigorously denied to 

me as requested under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). 

In case you have not been provided this history, a complete 17-page 

document of my December 9, 2020 Certified U.S. Mail appeal to County 

Administrator Chris Boies is herewith provided (see Attachment 3). 

According to intrepid reporting of this unfolding story by Winchester 

Star reporter Mickey Powell, Mr. Mitchell's formal legal analysis must also 

be central to your own ongoing committee review and analysis. So let's 

make it public as formally requested as soon as possible, without the need 

for local and perhaps even federal litigation if improper denial of full 

transparency and approval of my aged FOIA request continues. 

Herein also included with this presentation, in folders prepared for 

each of you, is chronological selection of reporter Mickey Powell's good 

stories over past months regarding this committee's genesis and formation 

(see Attachments 4.)- indicating Mr. Powell's own ability to ferret-out 

various scenarios spelled out completely by Mr. Mitchell, with whom I have 

had many years of memorable and expensive personal experience. 

My own deep interest in safeguarding our unobtrusive dignified local 

memorial first includes that I was personally drafted into U.S. military 

service in 1967 only days after receiving my own American citizenship as an 

emigre from England and giving up my native British citizenship. 
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I was at the time completing my three-year stint as history and 

political science major pursuing a bachelor's degree at Old Dominion 

College in Norfolk, Virginia, awarded before my own military service. 

Many thanks for this opportunity to support your own pledge of 

"listening to the public, investigating all options, and recommending 

actions with the broadest level of acceptance across the County." (See 

County Document 1 which capable County Administrator Boies posted at 

<https://www.clarkecounty.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=7046>. 

Then this committee should have everything needed to analyze and 

discuss all statutory and legal issues outlined formally by Robert Mitchell 

in order to recommend final resolution and preventing the matter from 

having to go to federal court in Harrisonburg or Washington, D.C. for 

resolution in the face of Martin Rosser Oldham's prejudice. 

Request Number Three involves actual recoupment of expenses 

caused by this "Cancel Culture" exercise foisted upon us by Mr. Oldham of 

575 Windwood Lane, Paris, Virginia 20130, who should be made to pay the 

cost, just as FOIA requestors like yours truly have had to pay thousands of 

dollars in costs based upon man-hours expensed by local officials to fulfill 

such request. 

As the old expression states, "What's good for the goose is good for 

the gander." Equal treatment under law. Mr. Oldham's request should be 

treated just the same as Clarke County, Town of Berryville, Clarke County 

Public Schools and School Board treat FOIA demands. 

I know from personal experience that FOIA fees can be considerable, 

and request that appropriate accounting be arranged and results 

documented for your committee's final report to the Board of Supervisors. 
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I also attach herewith a further good and helpful Wikipedia collection 

of historical information regarding the named Virginia military units, 

particularly 2nd Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, the Stonewall Brigade, 

and 6th Virginia Cavalry that are all chiseled into the monument marble, 

from which one readily appreciates the welcome honesty of forementioned 

Jon Kohl of History Making Productions, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Thank you. 
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._)/21/2021 MEETING 

Goorge Arch£bald .:;archibaldgeo ge65@gmaiJ.com:> 
o; Jon Kohl <jon@j isloryma ingprodl."COO s.oorn-..,. 

Deat Jon. 

•• 

ATTACHMt::Ni ! 
(3 P AGE,$) 

Sun, Feb 21 , 2021 at 3:07 PM 

It was my disti ct pleasure th- afterllOOn to find you 31t tile Berl)'Ville fl/A} Court Ho se memorial statue as I was. 
wa ki.ng home (opposite across the street as shown below}. Many thanks for err pJ'lasizing lf'le imp.ortance of the 

emo · s isted Sto e\Vall Jackson Brigade, wtlic wi I heij> my formal input f the Pub ic Hea ing. I am attachi11g 
1 ie most recent g.ood S!OfY lly Tne INtnchester Sip.r's reporter Mi~ey PO'>vefiwhic;tl was pvblished just yesterday, along 
with the story's accompanying J PG pi:cblre, hoping It( might be helpful for yoor own tile. I shall also send yo by mail 
a copy of my 2009 publ"shed paperback, Journalism Is Wax: as further intl'(J(!uaion. 
Co:ncidentaJly. ITT/ second daughter, Alexandra. wtmse 37tfl birthday occurred just yesterday. lives at 4340 Freeland 
.A.venue in PniladeJphia_ Her boutique clothing usiMss is ca!led Petite Ten~JE;J . 

Kind feilards, Geo !fe 

Geor e Jl,rchrb"' 
101 Nor:h Church Stroot 
Berf)"1ille. Virginia 226 1-6007 
540-303-~ 4 77 

1-l S'fORY M.OONG 

Jen Kohl 

r!tn€t-i~tar:rnvk7rg;:uon.x.l1.r;)f,.Lllu1 

3-40 N. IT:; St. Suite :J;OO 

~oil£1<;i1tlf'hia . r1. ~·107 - i I c 1 
- :ZOl.:f24 . .53B 1 

·;: 610.3?0.30"'.i3 

I 



---- --- -· - - --
Re~ [External] Re: 02121/2021 MEETING 

Jon Kohl c:jon oh l@ternple.edv> Tue, Feb 23, 2021 a 5:44 PM 
Ta.: Goorg Archiba oe:archi eorge65@gmaiLoom> 

I a po log ·:zc for my dcl yin getting rock to . oa It was Yrundcrful mCt:'Lmc: yoo al lhe lkrryvil It" Cou."thou!it. adjacent o )O 
hunlt". lKI S nda:.. I thoroughly en· oyed o r <liscussion :md earning ahout your fa.mil_ s ccmnccticm to lh ·area.. 

I'm gt.11! th:Jt I tollourcd my in!\ti to~µ wid holograph i · mcmumenL I · n'l know about lh~ forum ur l<llJl<iti~· t: di)(:ussion 
boot its rem val frocn t !'.itc. I pl:m o vi<;it and document ss. many ( 'ivi I Var monum(.'fll<; nnd public mt~ ·orks, crt s ir!'ini· 

;c; I run. A year agu, l managed lt.1 pfLotug.rap~11.be statues ill Riehmond before the_ ·ere~ nd3Jized aJ'ld removed. 

lt'K my 'Sin<:cN; hope th:;I!:. if monu:mcnt5 like the ClflC:' in Hcrry\illc an: removed from Lhcir origin locu.Lion that th~· continue o 
be made pub "dy a :ee:.siNe and serv~· oommcrnorarivc :md cd acationnl ptirpo.i;c~ orip.i 11;· imcndcd. rm <>urc you mow 
thcr • <:Te' sorn e wond.c uJly-p ~~ ballldidcls in llr Sltt"llan<loah Valle) . and 1nany or Lhem l ... ck th~ b..inds of IDGlli!Jll~ that 
o; • pl;!cc:o; Ii kc ( 1CfiY.'h rrR have. 

lfomk you ror shl!Ting th sc im 6~ and arti ·b v.ilf1 me, I will a mli ui: to fo llow ilii: :situ· tion will - · partieul.a.r m.cnwneut 
.&, nd :l.'> WC di:SCIL~S.:d. J'd love tr) cootri utr: nnything l can - p . ps in thc fonn of wn Lin!"' - to }'C>Ur loc .·up~ . il.ntJ. offi :i· . S. 

Tu.e's also vet)' !...ind of you o send Ill~ a copy of your l'oook? Than.k you "·cry muc lfav; yoo mailed it yc"1 If not, mn, I g· •c 
y<Ju · diff~re: l ad ress than the m1e:. un ID)' bu:iin~ ~?(If Hot - 110 worrie;! Our oflit?e I~ bt:eta cl~. and I l':411l ::.till p" c-k ut.t 
fhcm:i iL) 

M:my ' k~ 

Jcin Kohl 

0 Svn, Feb 21, 2021 at 3:22 PM George Ardi"bald <archibaldgco ge65@gma .com> wrote: 
Sorry, · itended attachments below, George 

On Sun. Feb 21. 202 at 3:07 PM George Anti'oold <;:;rch1b3ldgeorge6::.i@gmai .co'11> wro e: 
eQ JOl'l , 

It was my d. i ct pleasure 111· a e ooon to find you at tne Berryv1 le fi/A} Court Hou~ memol"IC!I 5-totue 8$ I was 
iVCI lk" hOl'l'lle (QWOSi e across lhe stree as shown below). Many thanks for emphasizing he - portmce of the 
memor1al's listed Stonev•allJackson Brig e , which wi I he my formal input for the P\J ic He.a.ring. I a:m 
a;Ha.chr.ng the ffiOcSC recent good story by The \Ninc.hcster Star's reporter Mickey Po whicll was publis ec:I just 
yesterday. along wittl the story's aocompanyi g J?G picture, tiopm9 tllis migh be he pful for your awn file. l sllall 
also end yoo by mail a copy of my 2009 pub!" cd patJerback . .loum<:Jlism. ls War. as further introdLJCtion. 
Coincidental!y. my seoonci da hter. Alexa ra , whose 37th birthday ooourred jost yesterday live$ at ' C 
r' vi::lario A11~r L I'! ifl Ph.ilad~ phia. Her bolJliquo clothing business - ca led Pe -e Tenue. 
Ki d regards. George 

Geo ge lm:hbald 
O orth ChJ•ch Stroc 

Be~ryfl e. 'Virginia 22611-6007 
0-303-1477 
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WEST-FRONT 

ERECTED 

TO THE MEMORY OF 

THE SONS OF CLARKE 

WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES 

IN DEFENSE OF ~THE 

RIGHTS OF THE S1'ATES 

AND OF CONSTITUTIONAL 

GOVERNMENT 

FORTUNE DENIED THEM SUCCESS 

BUT THEY ACHIEVED 

IMPERISHABLE FAME 
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SOUTH - RIGHT 

Co 6™VA REGT CAV 

LTD H ALLEN 

LT CG SHUMATE 

SERGT W. 8. MOORE 

l.ASHBY J.BELL 
JAS.BELL J.BARBEE 

T. BANEY 

J. DEARMONT 

T.GRADY 

F. HITE 

W.JANNEY 

F. MOORE 

P. C. MITCHELL 

D.G.MORGAN 

G. H. SHUMATE 

M.CALMES 

W.GIBSON 

W. M. HITE 

W. T. HAMMOND 

J:<l.INDSAY 

J.MfLBURN 

R. MITCHELL 

B. RUSSELL 

T. SMITH JR. 

L. SWARTZWELDER 

T. TIMBERLAKE P_ F. TOPPER 

C. WHITING 
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