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INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE PURPOSE
• Illuminate the power of place 

• Clear educational message and content inform the public and 
teach a site’s significance

• More than facts, inspire stewardship

• Strengthen awareness of cultural resource

• Demonstrate community pride in local heritage

• Consistent message can be delivered at all times

• Enhance a visitor’s perceptions of a site or event so they can better 
appreciate unique history 



DIFFERENT MEDIUMS

•Monuments

•Signs

•Markers

•QR codes (quick response code)

•Websites



MONUMENTS



SIGNS



MARKERS



QR CODES



WEBSITES



POTENTIAL SUBJECTS
• Current Confederate monument’s historical context
• African-American community in Clarke County
• Emancipation
• African Americans from Clarke who fought in the Civil War
• Other significant African Americans from Clarke County
• Significant women in Clarke County 
• Early History 
• Famous citizens
• Formation of the county
• Explanation of buildings and history









Jane Ailes, Professional Researcher

• Men of Color in Union Army and Navy, born in Clarke Co., Virginia

• The U.S. Navy allowed men of color on vessels as crew members early in the Civil 
War.  

• The U.S. Army did not allow men of color to enlist for service until President 
Lincoln’s order in March 1863 which formed the Colored Regiments and allowed 
recruitment of soldiers for those regiments.  

• The earliest Naval enlistments found so far for men born in Clarke Co. are two 
men who enlisted in July 1862.



Examples of information gleaned from U.S. Army 
service records:

 Typically, the men born in Clarke Co. who enlisted in the Army, enlisted while in 
Pennsylvania and Ohio. 

 A few men born in Clarke Co. were enslaved in Tennessee at the time of their 
enlistments—probably taken to TN with a master who removed from Clarke Co. 
to TN, or possibly taken south and sold in the TN slave markets.

 The descriptive portion of the service records note age, height, complexion, eye 
and hair color, occupation, and place of birth.



About half of the soldiers applied for pensions 
based on their service.  
• These pension documents reveal such things as:

• Places of residence throughout life. 
• Circumstances for leaving Clarke Co.
• Name(s) of person(s) who enslaved them, or if they were born free 

in Clarke Co.
• Details of life as a slave or free person before the War.
• Names and details of other veterans who were from Clarke Co. who 

then can also be researched.
• Names of wives and children: widows applied for pensions and 

minor children were eligible for pension if their pensioned father 
died.

• Names of parents since some parents applied for pension based on 
deceased son’s service if they relied upon him for their support.




