
 

 

Clarke County Board of Supervisors  
Special Meeting Agenda 

Berryville / Clarke County Government Center 
101 Chalmers Court, 2nd Floor, Berryville, Virginia 

 

Note:  The order in which Agenda items are considered may be changed to assure that public hearings are started as close as 
possible to the scheduled time 
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 3/2/2012  11:58 AM 

Item March 5, 2012  

Morning Session - 9:00 am – Main Meeting Room 

1) Call To Order  

2) Adoption Of Agenda  

3) Discussion Cool Spring Battlefield Park  

 

 

 
Closed Session - 11:00 am – Meeting Room C 

4) Closed Session §2.2-3711-A4 Privacy of individuals in personal matters  

5) Adjournment  
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CIVIL WAR TRUST 

 

 

America’s Largest Nonprofit Battlefield Preservation Organization 

 
Henry E. Simpson 

Chairman 

  

 

James Lighthizer 
President 

 

 
WASHINGTON OFFICE 

1156 15th Street NW  •  Suite 900  •  Washington, DC  20005 

Phone:  (202) 367-1861 or (800) 298-7878  •  Fax:  (202) 367-1865 

  HAGERSTOWN OFFICE 

11 Public Square  •  Suite 200  •  Hagerstown, MD  21740 

Phone:  (301) 665-1400 or (888) 606-1400  •  Fax:  (301) 665-1416 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
 

March 2, 2012 
 
 
The Honorable Michael J. Hobert 
Chairman, Clarke County Board of Supervisors 
101 Chalmers Court, Suite B 
Berryville, VA 22611 
 
 
 

Dear Chairman Hobert: 
 

I am pleased to inform you that the Civil War Trust, the nation’s largest battlefield preservation 
organization, has approved the acquisition of the 195-acre Textron Financial tract at the Cool 
Spring battlefield. Additionally, the Trust has approved a grant to Clarke County for the payment 
of a membership fee to the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority (NVRPA), as well as a 
commitment to provide seed money for a newly-created organization to support the park. 
 

Specifically, the Trust approved the following: 
 

• The acquisition and transfer of the 195-acre Textron Financial tract to the NVRPA for the 
creation of the Cool Spring Battlefield Regional Park.  The NVRPA will be subject to a 
conservation easement on the property that the Trust will grant to Virginia Department of 
Historic Resources when the property is acquired. 
 

• A grant of $37,500 to the County to assist in the payment of an annual membership fee in 
the NVRPA.  The grant shall be made in a lump sum in 2012 or in equal installments 
over two-, three-, or four-year period, at the option of the County.  This grant, together 
with a grant of $37,500 from the Piedmont Environmental Council (for a total of 
$75,000), is intended to defray the County’s cost of membership in the NVRPA while 
that body implements its Operations and Facilities Management Plan for the park. 

 

• A commitment to provide $5,000 of seed money for the creation of a “friends of the 
park” group or foundation to support the park. It is intended that this newly-created non-
profit organization would be a vehicle for the following: 

 

1) Raising money to put toward the County’s annual membership fee to NVRPA. 
2) Establishing a network of volunteers to assist in the stewardship of the park. 
3) Coordinating with community organizations, local schools, and state and national 

history and tourism organizations (e.g. Virginia Tourism Corporation), to promote the 
use of the park.  

 

March 5, 2012 Clarke County Board of Supervisors Special Meeting Packet Page 2 of 15



March 2, 2012 

Page 2 of 2 

 
 
Additionally, in order to promote the Cool Spring Battlefield Regional Park and a non-profit 
organization to support the park, the Trust will provide information about the park on its website, 
www.civilwar.org, which received more than over 1,000,000 unique visits in 2011, and its 
award-winning magazine, Hallowed Ground.  
 
The Trust and its Board of Trustees views the creation of the Cool Spring Battlefield Regional 
Park as an opportunity of national significance. That the tract can become a fully-functional 
interpretive park for the benefit of local residents and heritage tourists is a landmark achievement 
for the County, as well as the Trust and its local partners.  
  
Thank you again for the opportunity to work together on this important effort. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
O. James Lighthizer, President 
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From : KJ Johnson <kjroundhill@hotmail.com>

Subject : FW: Cool Spring Park Project

To : info@clarkecounty.gov

Clarke lwalburn@clarkecounty.gov

+ Font Size -

FW: Cool Spring Park Project

Mon, Feb 27, 2012 12:04 AM

Please forward to Board of Supervisors.
 
Thank you. 

From: kjroundhill@hotmail.com
To: amweiss@visualllink.com; bjb1971@verizon.net; lawyers1@verizon.net; jstaelin@earthlink.net
Subject: Cool Spring Park Project
Date: Mon, 27 Feb 2012 00:00:09 -0500

Greetings,
 
Thank you for the time and attention you have given the residents of the county and Shenandoah Retreat regarding this proposal. I
was a life long resident of Loudoun County until 10 years ago when I moved to Shenandoah Retreat.  As such, I have no interest in
turning Cool Spring into a Loudoun County park.
 
I was pleased to hear at the Feb. 21st meeting that NVRPA will provide security.  The residents of Shenandoah Retreat may seem
hyper-focused on security.  We have good reason to be so.  There have been many thefts and burglaries in our community over the
past two years.  The day before the meeting, my own home had an attempted break-in that was fortunately thwarted by my
monitored alarm system.
 
I am agreeable to a compromise proposal in which there is no public water access/recreation in the park. Water access would liken
Cool Spring more like the Algonkian Park in Loudoun vs. the Balls Bluff park frequently referenced in the discussion.  Algonkian has
water access.  Algonkian has become a place that many people feel uneasy at the very least.  My friends who live in the Algonkian
Park area and she will not allow their teenage children to go the park without an adult.  In addition to the safety concerns, the
expanded water access will also decrease Retreat property values.
 
Lastly, I would caution any hasty decisions.  If this offer is good for Clarke now, it will be good for Clarke later.  Therefore, there is no
reason to rush a decision to meet an artificial deadline.
 
 
Sincerely,

Kelly Johnson
kjroundhill@hotmail.com
40 Holly Lane
Bluemont, VA 20135
Phone Home (540) 955-9099
 

Clarke http://mail.clarkecounty.gov/zimbra/h/printmessage?id=52286

1 of 1 3/2/2012 12:01 PM
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